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Next Meeting

The March meeting will be on Mar 16th at Fish and Pig Restaurant, 6420 Moseley Dixon Rd. on Lake Tobesofkee. 478-478-8837  Plan to arrive at 6PM to eat and the meeting will follow somewhere near 7PM.  Be sure to bring a short piece of line to practice this month's knots.


From the Commodore,

The February meeting at the home of Jeff & Linda turned out to be a big hit.  It was also a meeting that a major decision was made.   We are now called the "Middle GA. Trailer Sailors"  and you probably already know this because the newsletter header had to be changed to reflect this for the March issue of the Rudder.  This name change is a big step for the Club because it separates us from Lake Juliette and focuses on the area of Middle Georgia for the location of most of the members of our Club.  The complete switch will probably not be completed by the March meeting but the process has been started.  Since the last Cherry Blossom Regatta most of us have not made much effort to sail on Lake Juliette since Georgia Power came down with the enforcement of the "No anchoring overnight on the lake" rule.  The name change reflects our change in direction to being the trailering sailing club in the Middle Georgia area.  There is an event scheduled for sailing Lake Sinclair in March and one schedule in April to go to West Point Lake on the Georgia/Alabama state line.   I am looking forward to beginning this sailing season with a huge turnout for both of these event.

Your Commodore

Bob Horan

___________________________________

February 2010 MGTS Meeting Minutes
 
March Meeting will be on the third Tuesday at a restaurant.   ( I do not believe one was chosen. ) 
Name Change from Lake Juliette Sailing Club to Middle GA. Trailer Sailors:

Website easy to change, Jimmy Harrell is the contact.

Notarized letter to the bank that the name is changing.  Miriam can notarize. 
February 27th and 28th cruise was cancelled.
March 20th - 21st — Lake Sinclair Cruise
April 10th and 11th—West Point Lake
May 22 – OSYC open
25 foot American for sale by member - Steve Ligiekis
Awards for the services commodores provide were discussed and agreed on.
Flag for the commodore’s sailboat was discussed and agreed on.  
Reverse double half hitch, bowline knots, figure 8 knots, and the one-handed bowline reviewed.
Meeting concluded…
________________________________________________

Scuttlebutt

News and tidbits overheard and learned and passed on here.  Some are only rumors, others are fact.  It is up to you to figure out which.

Boston has his boat on the trailer and will be raising the mast using a gin pole for the first time this spring sometime.  He still has to add the mast step hinge and he will be ready to take it to the ramp to launch & retrieve when he wants.   His 2X6 wooden trailer tongue extension worked nicely to retrieve his boat last fall and will have it's final engineering change this spring.  
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For those of us looking for a book that covers all aspects of sail tuning, look no further.   Check out the book Sail & Rig Tuning, by Ivar Dekekam, published by Fernhurst.  It is illustrated with great color computer drawings for those of us that do not learn as much from just words but learn most from the pictures.

There is a Middle Georgia sailor that has purchased a forty foot plus sailboat and is planning sell his Catalina 250.  He is a member of OSYC, if you are interested in buying a nice, not very old Catalina.  Contact George Bloodworth  to see if it is really up for sale.

George is not the only Middle Georgia sailor interested in having a large sailboat.  There is another couple considering buying into the non-trailerable range, but they have not found the right one yet.

_______________________________________________

Knot of the month  March 2010.

Many sailors have heard of the ditty about the rabbit coming out of it's hole, going around the tree and then back into it's hole.  One person at the last meeting asked where was the tree.   Knot tying is not  the same for everyone and not all of us can see the tree.   See below the diagram of the bowline.

Let me know if you see a tree in any of the above drawings!!
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The second knot we will discuss will be the double figure eight knot.  It can be useful if you want a loop in a line and still want it to be somewhat easy to untie.  I have been told it is a knot that climbers use, although I can see where it might be useful for sailors as well.

.  The links I like are http://animatedknots.com/    http://www.realknots.com/knots/.  

_________________________________________

Flag requirements for 

Diving in Florida Keys

Basically, you need one flag each for your Butt, Your Boat and your Country.  

Goes like this: 

1) No matter what, if you are in Florida State waters (out to three miles) and you are in the water, you need a 12" X 12" orange with white diagonal stripe divers down flag. It must be immediately adjacent to you, or attached to you. 

2) If you are diving from a boat in Florida waters (any kind of boat, from kayak to sailboat) you must have a 20" X 24" divers down flag affixed to your boat and viewable from 360º around your boat and attached to the highest obstruction on the boat. This was originally intended to be on the VHF antennas on power boats, but when you dive from a sailboat, technically it needs to be flown from the mast head. I've done that a time or two, and found out that it invariably P.O.'s the FWCC (Florida Wildlife Conservation Commission; what you might remember as the Florida Marine Patrol) and they are usually much happier if I simply fly it from a spreader line (with the sails down, of course). Their biggest criterion is that it be clearly visible from clear around the boat in any direction. 

3) If you are in Federal Waters (generally more than 3 miles off shore, but less than 12 miles off-shore; although there are exceptions we'll cover in a minute) then in addition to appeasing the Great State Of Florida, you ALSO need a (minimum) 12" X 18" Blue/White Alfa flag. Gotcha here, is that you fly it only while dive operations are actually occurring. This means, just getting ready to dive you don't need it. Just before you are about to splash you hoist the Alfa. During your surface interval, you drop the Alfa. When you go back in the water for the second dive, you raise the Alfa. When you get back aboard (everybody back aboard) you drop the Alfa. 

That's the technical part of the statutes. In actual practice, you raise it before anyone gets in the water and you leave it up until the last guy gets OUT of the water. 

Those exceptions I mentioned? 

National Marine Sanctuarys. 

What makes this a cast-iron b!t¢h is that ALL of the Florida Keys are encompassed in the National Marine Sanctuary area. 

Sort of. 

For example, A big hunk of Florida Bay is just Florida Waters, like the map below shows: 

OK, see that big hunk of blank space between Islamorada and the mainland? 

State waters, Right? 

WRONG!!  

Half of that space is actually the lower boundaries of Everglades National Park, which means that if you're drifting around in Florida Bay, you can alluva sudden be required to be flying an Alfa flag in addition to the Butt Flag and the Boat flag! 

Back on the Ocean side, say for example, you decide to go snorkeling at Sombrero Light Reef, all those yellow floats denote National Marine Sanctuary. Go about 300 yards due south and you're back in Florida waters. 

Pretty much what I do in the Keys is simply fly all three flags. Depending on my mood (how much of a PITA I wanna be to Law Enforcement, that day!)  I will fly the Boat's Divers down flag on the starboard spreader flagline and the Alfa flag on the port spreader flagline. Or else, I will hoist the Boat Divers down flag on the mast head line and the Alfa flag on the starboard flag spreader (technically, the correct way to display this combination of flags). 

Longtime boaters (like myself) grouse that we need fins, a snorkle, a face mask and a LAWYER to go in the water any more. That's an exaggeration (but not THAT big an exaggeration). Just fly all three flags all the time and you'll be fine. 

Additional info sources

http://myfwc.com/RULESANDREGS/Rules_Boat.htm#flag 

http://www.boat-ed.com/fl/course/p4-11_otherequipment.htm 

http://www.boat-ed.com/fl/handbook/flags.htm 

http://law.onecle.com/florida/vessels/327.331.html

"Immediately adjacent" unfortunately means anything that Officialdom wants it to mean. That said, I've never been hassled when one of my dive buddies was 50 or 60 feet away with the dive flag. When I was first teaching my kids to snorkel, they weren't allowed beyond an arm's length of me, but then, I'm a Major Control Freak.  

In Fort Lauderdale waters, we only need the 12 X 12 in the water and the 20 X 24 on the boat. Down in Miami, it's the same thing UNTIL you get to Biscayne National Monument, which is Federal waters, at which point you have to cough up the Alpha flag, as well. The Keys is vitually all Federal waters now, due to the National Marine Sanctuary. In a way, it makes it easier to keep in compliance since the Butt, Boat, Country, rule pertains nearly everywhere down there, that has worthwhile snorkeling or diving. 

If I were you, I wouldn't go nuts outfitting each kidnik with their very own dive flag, but I WOULD have a second dive flag, for contingencies. For example, a kid gets tired, or cold, or wants to go back to the boat, either EVERYBODY goes back to the boat, or the kid takes off with their own dive flag. I've been harrassed (although not cited) for that in Fort Lauderdale a time or two, when me and a dive buddy were clearly separated from each other and only one of us was sporting an in-water dive flag. We pleaded a technicality, since by the time the FWCC Officer got to my buddy he was technically under the zone of protection from the boat's dive flag. That's when we got told in-water flags next to swimmers, trumps boat flags. 

Ah, well. 

A snorkeling group of three or four people with two flags on either extreme of the swimmers, allows for a lot more freedom of exploration without falling afoul of the law and also signals to LEO's that you're clearly attempting to stay in compliance. The times I've been the most nervous in the water is when a law enforcement officer comes roaring up in their power boat right next to me and my kids, to tell me I'm not being safe enough!  

They do get militant about trying to use a 12 x 12 on your boat. Got hollered at for that once, (figured I was OK with a 12 X 18 divers down flag. Wrong.) and had to go out and get a proper size flag for the boat. They are also militant about dive flag alternatives. For example, inflatable devices with a divers down insignia printed on them, are not acceptable. 

Charles Brennan 

_______________________________________________
Please contact me if you would like to place an ad in the Rudder and or the LJSC website.  This is not an exclusive Bob Horan advertising space.  –  Editor


For Sale:   2003 Dodge Ram 1500, Reg Cab, 8ft bed, 4.7 V8, 5spd automatic transmission, AC, CD player, 2WD,  $5,500  Bob@Horan.net,  (478) 929-1377

____________________________________________

The RUDDER is the official publication of the Lake Juliette Sailing Club.  Statements and opinions appearing herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent (and probably don’t) the group position of the Lake Juliette Sailing Club.  The Editor reserves the right to plagiarize and edit all material for publication and to publish only that material which is felt to be in the best interest of the LJSC. So, there! Any sniveling twit who is offended by the contents is cordially invited to submit their own material. Other info is available at www.ljsc.net.
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Calendar of Events





Lake Sinclair Spring Cruise - 20-21 March


Easter - 3 April


West Point Lake -  Apr 10-11


Mug Race - 1-2  May


Sinclair Open - 22 May


BEER Cruise - 4-8 June, with some planning to go early and/or stay late


4th of July - Lake Sinclair - OSYC


Summer Picnic - 21-22 August, near full moon


Treasure Hunt - 11-12 September - Patriot Day


Halloween Regatta - OSYC


Apalachicola - Columbus Day weekend,  9-11 October 
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