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Next Meeting
 Stevi B's Pizza - Sep 15th.   2009  

The September meeting will be held at Stevi B's Pizza,  The address is  175 Tom Hill Sr Blvd.  Macon, GA.

(478) 474-3831 Dinner will be at 6PM, with the meeting to follow at about 7PM.  

COMMODORE’S CORNER

We had a good showing at the island cookout and moonlight sail on August 8 & 9. There were lots of hotdogs, hamburgers, chips, drinks and other good things that people brought. The final head count was thirteen people all enjoying the swimming, kayaking and conversation. In the evening we had four boats participate in the moonlight cruise. 

The last meeting was at El Azteca Restaurant. Miriam, Linda and Joseph arrived early. The food was good as usual, and the four of us decided to have the meeting about fifteen minutes early since Linda had to leave for a singing rehearsal. By 7:00 she and Joseph had gone and the Abrams arrived to hear about the scheduled cruise on September 5-7 at West Point Lake and the treasure hunt that is scheduled for September 19 & 20 on Lake Sinclair. This is always a great event with a few prizes, some good sailing (if there’s wind) and of course a little swimming to get to the buckets with the cards in them. Last year we had quite a few boats and a lot of fun.

The cruise at West Point Lake was cancelled because of a lack of participation. Attendance at the meetings and for the events has been scarce this year. Let’s try to do better for the next things we have planned for 2009. See you at the meeting on September 15!

John Davis

___________________________________

From the editor

This month publishing the newsletter was interesting because I had to finish up my article of sailing on Buzzards Bay and of course I had not been in town for some time and had missed the August picnic and the Labor Day Weekend sail on West Point Lake.   You can read my boring account of sailing on Buzzards Bay but I recommend that you sweep off the pine straw off your boat and take part in our next couple of events.  If you have some extra time during the week, call me and I will sail with you either on my Morgan 24 or on your boat.  The weather is starting to cool a bit and the sailing will be great.   We have a room reserved at Stevi B's Pizza and if you have not heard enough of my Buzzard Bay sailing, I will bring my charts and present a few more details.  Lets start making plans for sailing next year with ideas for our 2010 calendar.      

Bob Horan 

_______________________________

Sailing on Buzzards Bay 2009

By Bob Horan

"Aimless" ( a 1970 Bristol 24 ) was finally going to get launched, but there were just a few items that needed some work.   We installed a second bow cleat, reefing hardware on the boom, mounted the 9.9 Nissan, trouble shot the wiring for the motor because the electric start was not working.   After getting the motor to start, we had trouble with the motor cooling system.  A clogged drain hole.   During all this, a dining table was constructed and installed.  The shelves were loaded with food & supplies for some extended sailing and the sails were checked out.  The anchors were tied to the bow and the boat was loaded on the Brownell trailer.   We launched on 3 Aug 2009,  a Monday afternoon as the tide was coming in, but the motor would still not electric start.   On the mooring that evening, the trouble was found.  The Battery switch was wired incorrectly.   We were ready to sail on Tuesday the 4th of August.   

   We departed New Bedford about 12:30 heading to Cuttyhunk Is. with a Southeast wind.  We watched as a very pretty 40ft plus wooden boat named "Helen" sailed by us.  We made Nauscon Island and with a couple of short tacks we were able to make Robertson Hole to anchor for the night protected by the island.  With two anchors out, we were ready for the tidal current.   It was pretty quiet except for the bumping of the dinghy in the middle of the night.   The next morning we raised a reefed main and a 110 jib sailing close into the wind past Penikeese Island and then on a fast reach back into Cuttyhunk Harbor.   We picked up a mooring and by then the day had turned to some drizzle and fog.   Time for the boom tent to keep dry.  It was supposed to be a quiet night but the wind shifted to a North wind and we woke early to some rocking and rolling.   We left by 9AM the next morning and shortly after we raised sail, I noticed the genoa track on the starboard side was raised up almost 1/4".  Not good.   We started motoring and while Boston was on the deck with a screwdriver holding the screws, I was underneath tightening the nuts of the genoa track screws with a socket wrench.   I thought we could make them tight enough.  We motored to Hadleys Harbor (the inner harbor) and anchored off to the side and watch all the big boats come in looking for a mooring.   I was able to row some in the harbor before it started to rain at 2PM.  Boom tent again and we settled in for the night.

      It was Friday the 7th of Aug when we departed Hadleys Harbor and while raising the main, the topping lift line broke.  We had installed a jib downhaul line and it tangled in the anchors on deck so we had lots of trouble before finally getting the sails up.  We sailed West for a couple of miles and then went on a port tack to try to make Wareham.  As we sailed I noticed that the genoa tracks were pulling up again and would need to be looked at when we got in to Wareham.   Being unfamiliar with what the coast line should look like from the water, and because I had not put in waypoints into my GPS yet, we came into Marion outer harbor before we realized that we were a few miles Southwest of our destination.  We made Wareham by 1500 and made plans for dinner and for repairs to the genoa tracks.  Boston's parents met us at the Narrows Restaurant nearby for dinner that night and they gave us a ride to Boston's apartment so we could pick up my truck so we would have wheels to get repair parts and tools.  
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  We started the repairs the next day and it did not take long to realize that the original backing plates on the genoa tracks were aluminum and they had turned to powder after 39 years.   I picked up some oak dowels, some new screws with locking nuts and washers and by the end of the afternoon we had tracks firmly in place again.  The following day found us making small repairs to fix the fwd cabin door so it would close, mounted a mirror and filled up the gas tanks with plans to sail by Monday.   The weather forecast looked really bad for the next couple of days so we picked up a mooring and used the time to check out the Cape Cod Canal in hopes of sailing into Cape Cod Bay soon.  We spent some time on a local beach and then were invited to a friend's house for dinner.   It was Wed, the 12th of Aug, when we packed the ice box and motored out of Wareham.  We made a course of 1950 headed for Hadley Harbor.  It was a nice day and the wind was finally right.  We picked up a mooring in the back of the harbor this time and I took the dinghy with the motor this time and checked out the rumored beach up one of the shallow inlets.   I should have taken a camera because it was pretty nice with some interesting rock formations.  The clouds came in threatening rain so we did not do much else.   It was a quiet night but by morning we decided to put up the boom tent and shortly after it was raining.   It rained all day.  Friday's forecast was for clearing weather so we stayed the night on the mooring again.   
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   We sailed out of Hadley Harbor on Friday morning trying to hold a course to New Bedford.   The wind died before we made 2 miles.   We motored across the channel, and then the wind picked up.   We sailed past West Island & Black Rock until we were very close to Butler Flats Lighthouse before we pulled down the sails and motored into the mooring behind the hurricane levee.  The next couple days were filled with Boston taking care of some personal business and I kept busy with rowing around the harbor, working on the electrical system, and drying out boat cushions that had gotten wet from the rain and sailing.   

  By Tuesday morning the 18th of Aug we were ready to sail again.  Menemsha on Martha's Vineyard was our destination.  So once again we had a Southwest wind and we pinched up all the way to Quicks Hole.   We missed by a half mile and had to tack back for a bit to make it.   On the way we did see a really neat schooner and believe it or not, we passed them.  We made it thru Quicks Hole and were able to stretch out a little and let out the sails some.   The wind picked up some and finally we sailed into Menemsha with a 70% jib and a reefed main and still making about 5 kts.   We grabbed a mooring (it took 4 times) since we were going to stay the night but not in the pond but outside.   It was a little rough but we managed to take the dinghy in for a sandwich and a tour of the harbor but on the way out we realized just how bad the current could get.   With the 5hp dinghy motor at full throttle we were making about 1/2kt as we exited the channel.  The current was really bad and probably running at 5-6 kts.   We got back to the boat hoping that the wind would die down during the evening and we would get some rest.   We doubled up on the mooring just in case the first line failed and went to bed.   It was rough all night.  We left early the next morning.  

   Since the wind was up all night, we left after having a little trouble getting the sails up because it was so rough motoring into them while I tried to raise the sails.  The main halyard had slipped outside of the sheave and was caught with the mainsail not quite up full.   We sailed after adjusting the downhaul some.  As we neared Quicks Hole, the wind faded some so we lowered the mainsail some to get it back in the groove and then pulled it back up full.   We had some trouble with the motor cooling system again as we tried to go against the current and had to shut it off as we sailed thru Quicks Hole, but the wind picked up a lot and we were able to make nearly 2 kts all the way thru.   Our destination was Westport and as we rounded Penikeese Island the seas were 6-8ft and we were pushing hard to make it past the rocks and a wreck off Gooseberry Neck Pt.  We had to tack once to pass the wreck and by 1400 the wind was dropping and the seas got smoother so we sailed right up to the channel before lowering the sails and motoring up the channel into Westport.   We picked up a mooring for the night.   It was later in the evening that I saw a channel marker completely underwater from the current flowing past the marina, and I thought the current in the Bahamas was bad!!  The next morning brought F O G.  We were fogged in the whole day.  We motored out of Westport on Friday the 21st.  While motoring, I tried to clear the pee hole in the motor and bruised a rib on a drink bottle.  I could hardly breath.  It was foggy and we motored  all the way into New Bedford using GPS waypoints to get us past the many obstructions.  

    We spent a couple of days in New Bedford and on Sunday, Daniel Green from Birmingham Al. came into town to sail with us.   We sailed out the next morning heading for Cuttyhunk Island.  We had a pretty good wind, with not much seas.   With full mainsail and a 110 jib, we made Cuttyhunk in about 5 hours.  It was a great sail because the wind over night was light so the seas were calmer.   After picking up a mooring we swam to the beach to cool off and then got ready to go into town to get some Pizza.  Well the pizza shop had closed the week before, so we had some clam chowder and some icecream.  That night the wind switched to the North again but was pretty light so we slept pretty good except for Daniel.  He was on deck when I got up at 7Am and I think he had been up for a while.   We sailed out this time going west of Penikeese Island and then hoping to tack into New Bedford.   We had a great sail heading Northwest with boat speeds over 5kts at times.   After getting close to Smith Neck (about half way to New Bedford) we started tacking to get to the New Bedford Channel.   The wind was dying and we were trying to go dead into it.   By the time we made the channel, the seas were very flat and the wind was gone.   We motored the last 5 miles into New Bedford with not a whisper of wind and seas as flat as a mirror.

   The following day Daniel Green flew home and while Boston was busy taking him to the airport, I did some repairs to the fuse box and installed a boom bail for a boomvang installation.   The weather report forecasted 5" of rain and 40mph wind for Saturday so it was time to leave.   I started home on Friday the 28th. about 3PM just as the rain started.

   Treasure Hunt 2009

19 Th. Annual Treasure Hunt

     September 19th.

No motors after passing starting line unless specified at skippers meeting!  ---   Sails, Paddles, & Oars only!  Motors only allowed if you have run aground and then only to get you floating again...

Start time 13:00,  

Start line will be setup in front of Bass Boathouse.   We will have a meeting on the dock at OSYC at 12:00AM, then we will sail/motor to the starting line.  We will use the No wake markers for the starting line.   We will sail or motor across the starting line at 1300 for the first pickup depending on the wind.  

There will be 5 white 5 Gal buckets placed on shore as marked on the map you will get before the start.   Each bucket will have envelopes in them with a letter on them.  Go to all five buckets and get envelopes with A thru E on them.   We will open them at 5:00 PM to form our hands.   There will be extra cards of the deck that will not be in the buckets.   These cards will be found in an 18oz peanut jar floating somewhere on the lake, or on the shore or dock.   You will receive clues to find these.   Some of these will contain bonus cards to be added to you hand to make a possible of up to 9 cards to choose from to make your 5 card poker hand.   Other jars will contain info on the prize you win.

All boats must be at the rendezvous point by 5:00PM.  

If you are not present to open the envelopes to form a hand with everyone else, you will not win a prize.   

______________________________

Classified Ads

Please contact me if you would like to place an ad in the Rudder and or the LJSC website.  This is not an exclusive Bob Horan advertising space.  –  Editor


For Sale:  1966 Morgan 24, "Barco Viejo" An old boat that has been revived and is again sailing.   3 old sails, sleeps two + two children.  Mast raising system, 1975 6Hp Johnson long shaft outboard.  No trailer, Located in slip at OSYC, on Lake Sinclair and sailed regularly.  Will deliver within 400 miles for expenses. $1500 or Make an Offer - I am a motivated seller!!  Contact: Bob@Horan.net  (478) 929-1377

____________________________________________

The RUDDER is the official publication of the Lake Juliette Sailing Club.  Statements and opinions appearing herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent (and probably don’t) the group position of the Lake Juliette Sailing Club.  The Editor reserves the right to plagiarize and edit all material for publication and to publish only that material which is felt to be in the best interest of the LJSC. So, there! Any sniveling twit who is offended by the contents is cordially invited to submit their own material. Other info is available at www.ljsc.net.

________________________________________________

2009 Event Calendar

Sept
19-20
Treasure Hunt




Lake Sinclair

Oct
10-12
Columbus Day Weekend Cruise
Lake Martin

 
24-25
Halloween Regatta – OSYC Open
Lake Sinclair

Nov
14-15 
Fall Cruise





OSYC 

Dec
12

Christmas Party




TBA
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