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Next Meeting
 El Azteca - May 19th.   2009  

The May meeting will be held at El Azteca, 169 Tom Hill Sr. Blvd. Macon, GA,  Phone # (478) 475-9199.   Dinner will be at 6PM, with the meeting to follow at about 7PM.  

The April meeting opened a little after 7PM, and was held at Stevie B's on Tom Hill Sr. Blvd.  John opened the meeting with not much to say, and asked if there was any business.  Michael Barr passed on a note of appreciation from Tim Aupperle for Bob Horan for some sailing pointers while sailing on Lake Juliette.   Next up was Bob Horan with a report of his trip to Wareham, MA. to visit with Boston (George Sollows)  and to work on Boston's Bristol 24.  Boston is a longtime member that moved North almost 10 years ago and will be doing some serious sailing soon when his Bristol 24 gets launched and the trailer is ready for towing long distances.   The next topic was a recap of the upcoming cruise to the Bahamas that our Commodore and Secretary are planning for the first part of May.  John & Sherry, and Bob Horan & a sailing friend, Irwin Gandy are planning to depart around the 4th of May, spend some time visiting some of the Abaco Islands and return between the 20th and 30th of May.  John & sherry & Bob, spent some time before the meeting going over the charts of the islands and the coast of Florida to plan their departure.   The Powder Puff Race, scheduled for May 9th. was up next with some discussion about the prizes and the format.   Jeff Morrow and Michael Dortch had volunteered to manage this event.  More on this event should be found in this newsletter.   The passing of the check book from Pete Ekstrom to Linda Locker is in progress and should be complete before the next meeting.   Linda and John are the two members that are allowed to sign checks, and Pete is arranging to pass on the checkbook as soon as possible.   The final item of business was a discussion of a tool that John Davis used a lot on his boat and at home.   It is called "Clamp Tite" and is quite useful to make clamps for hoses, tubing, fittings, etc.  It uses stainless wire to form the clamp and can be formed to most any size.  The meeting was adjourned by about 7:45PM and individual discussions of events, and trips kept some of the members busy until almost 9PM.  This restaurant was a bit noisy and busy, but we did have a meeting room and were able to hold our meeting without too much trouble.  

Secretary

Bob Horan

___________________________________

Commodore’s Corner

A few years ago Sherry and I made the trip to Panama City with high hopes for an exciting and fun trip down to Crooked Island about twelve miles down the coast. Before we left on the boat, we mentioned to the dock master at the marina that our plans were to overnight behind the island as we had done before.

The next morning dawned with bright sun and fair winds. NOAA agreed that the sailing should be perfect with 5 to 10 mph winds and 2 to 3 ft. seas. All seemed in order, so off we went for fun and adventure.

Unfortunately the tide was coming in through the jetty at about 5 mph. We motored out only making about 1/2 mph. After a long, long, long time we finally made it through into the Gulf and turned off the motor. 

The winds were 6 to 10 and the seas were nice. First on our agenda was to sail out of sight of land. This was accomplished with ease and WOW, what fun!

Then it was time to turn back and head for Crooked Island. The winds were picking up, but we saw no problem because we’d be behind the island in a few hours. At last we saw our destination and had just a little farther to go through the pass.

When we got closer, we saw breaking waves in the opening. The pass had filled with sand after the last hurricane and we were unable to get through. It was now 5:00PM in late fall, so the days were short and the nights get cool. We hadn’t prepared ourselves for being out on open water at night without backup from the sail club as a safety factor. 

It was time to regroup and make new plans. We decided to motor sail back up the coast to the marina. The wind had picked up and was coming in dead on the nose. The latest report from NOAA was now 15 to 20 mph and 6 to 8 ft. seas. As we neared the jetty the wind was directly off shore. We had used almost all our gas including the spare tank, so we decided to kill the engine and save the remaining gas for the entrance to the bay. We had reefed the sails earlier, the 6 to 8 ft. waves were pounding against the bow, we had no motor, and we had never been in the water under these conditions before.  To say we were a little nervous would be an understatement! Then after making little to no progress toward shore, about 10 PM we lost our GPS. Now we had reefed sails, little gas, and no GPS. At least the VHF radio was OK, so we could call for help if things got worse. I started singing the theme song from Gilligan’s Island and Sherry soon joined in.

To be continued:

Will John and Sherry be lost forever in the Gulf Stream?

Will they call the coast guard for help?

Check in next month to find out what happens!!!

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________

From the editor

My apologies for this month's newsletter.  I did not put much effort into it because of the approaching Bahamas Cruise.   Actually I was hoping that Jeff Morrow would send me an e-mail telling me that he would have it covered.  No such luck.   John & Sherry and I will miss the May meeting but I am sure there should be a good story or two for the next newsletter.   It was only yesterday that Jeff sent me a notice of the location for the May meeting.   I updated the LJSC website for that info and then today got an article from John.  Both John and I are scrambling to get the boats 7 trailers updated, repaired, and packed for the trip.   Sherry came up with a wind website that is really fantastic.  http://windmapper.com/?Loc=FL  We now intend to sail out on the 5th of May and the forecast is for winds of 9-13Mph.   Should be enough to push us but not too much.   This website might be something you will want to bookmark because it covers all of the U.S with a forecast about 5-6 days ahead.  For those of you that attend the Powder Puff Race, be sure to write up an article for the newsletter.   I'm sure there will be a good story there.

Bob Horan

From the VC
While some of our club members make the jump for the Caribbean, the rest of us will be left behind to wish we were joining them.  But since we can’t, we might as well enjoy ourselves with other activities.  In particular, on May 9th. we have the annual Powder Puff Race that has become a club favorite and following the race we have our moonlight cruise.  

By now, everyone knows how this race works.  The women skipper the boat and if any males are present on board, they are subjugated to hauling sails, getting drinks, etc.  If a crewmember reaches for the tiller or attempts to provide tactical assistance the penalties can be severe, such as a lashing, keelhauling or worse.  Trading of husbands or significant others are often discussed before and during the race.  Crewmembers beware!     

So here’s the plan.  We will meet May 9th at Bass Boat House around noon for the Skippers meeting.  While the course will be determined on race day, the format will be a distance race, most likely up past Airport Island and back.  Each boat will be required to keep their time and prizes will be awarded following the race.

After the race festivities, those wishing to continue the fun can cruise around Lake Sinclair with a nearly full moon later in the evening.  So let’s have a big turnout for this event.

See you there.

Jeff Morrow 

Classified Ads

Please contact me if you would like to place an ad in the Rudder and or the LJSC website.  This is not an exclusive Bob Horan advertising space.  –  Editor


For Sale:  1982 MacGregor25 sailboat and trailer. Boat is a swing keel and has a "pop-top". Comes with 2 mains, 2 jibs, spinnaker, older sails but still good for cruising. Has a 5hp Nissan, just tuned up this spring. Mast raise-lower system, VHF radio, depth sounder, auto bilge pump, propane stove, 2 good batteries and charger, fire extinguisher, lightning protection system and misc. Ready to launch and sail, but could use some cleaning and tlc. Asking $3000. Warren Abrams / 770-228-3865
For Sale:  1966 Morgan 24, "Barco Viejo" An old boat that has been revived and is again sailing.   3 old sails, sleeps two + two children.  Mast raising system, 1975 6Hp Johnson long shaft outboard.  No trailer, Located in slip at OSYC, on Lake Sinclair and sailed regularly.  Will deliver within 400 miles for expenses. $2000 or Make an Offer - I am a motivated seller!!  Contact: Bob@Horan.net  (478) 929-1377

____________________________________________

The RUDDER is the official publication of the Lake Juliette Sailing Club.  Statements and opinions appearing herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent (and probably don’t) the group position of the Lake Juliette Sailing Club.  The Editor reserves the right to plagiarize and edit all material for publication and to publish only that material which is felt to be in the best interest of the LJSC. So, there! Any sniveling twit who is offended by the contents is cordially invited to submit their own material. Other info is available at www.ljsc.net.

________________________________________________

2009 Event Calendar

Usually at this point in the newsletter there would be a calendar of events for the year.   I had a little trouble importing it and decided in the interest of time, I would just add the calendar in the e-mail as a separate attachment so it would be on a single sheet of paper and not in a column as it would be in this newsletter format.   

The Editor
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