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Next Meeting
 The Olive garden - March 17th.   2009  

The February meeting will be held at the Olive Garden,  in Macon.  The address is 3709 Bloomfield Rd, Macon GA.  Dinner will be at 6PM, with the meeting to follow at about 7PM.  

Minutes from February 17th 09 meeting:

Our meeting was called to order a little after 7:00 with Commodore Davis (Commodavis???) at the helm.  He first asked if anyone had issues with the January meeting minutes.  There was no request for revisions, so a motion was put forth to accept the minutes as written.  This motion passed by unanimous vote.

The next order of business was the upcoming cruise to Lake Juliette slated for March 7th and 8th.  Our Commodore provided a detailed account of the lake’s current condition.  He reported the lake appeared to be at full pool and several improvements have been completed, such as trees trimmed back at the ramp, street lamp swiveled so that it no longer protrudes over the ramp and a new dock beside the ramp.  He also reported that some new rules had been imposed.  For instance; no overnight mooring on the lake, to include anchoring and trailers left unattended will be removed at the owner’s expense.  

There was some discussion of removing trailers after launching to a TBD location off of GA Power property but in the end no one seemed willing to fight GA Power’s extreme rules and regulations concerning boating on the lake.  While the trailer rule concerned everyone, I personally believe this rule was meant to limit leaving one’s trailer on their property with no vehicle attached.  In their eyes, this would appear to be an abandoned trailer.  If one needed to leave the ramp/parking area for a period of time, I suspect it would be best to take your trailer with you, or have someone in close proximity to claim ownership if anyone came snooping around.  The Commodore indicated we may have to change the location of our first cruise of the year with a suggestion of an overnight at Lake Sinclair instead.  While no decision was made at the time, it was clear a change would probably be made in the following days, with e-mails/phone calls made to inform everyone.

Next was a call for new or old business.  However, none was put forward.  The Commodore then made mention that attendance for this meeting was rather short with only eight members and two guests, and those that didn’t make the meeting missed a good location.  He also recognized two guests, Brian and Marian Powers who came with the Morrows.  If you recall, Brain and Marian were the other couple that chartered a boat with the Morrows in the BVI.  The Morrows and the Powers discussed chartering a catamaran in Belize and if anyone is interested in joining them please get in touch with the Morrows. 

The Commodore then asked the VC if he had anything contribute.  The VC reported that he was attempting to provide different locations for our meetings, with The Shamrock as his first attempt.  Everyone seemed happy with the change, and he provided a list of possible locations for the future.  Some of the venues mentioned were:  The Whistle Stop in Juliette, The Fish & Pig at Tobosofkee and Dukes Dogs at Lake Sinclair.  Linda Abrams suggested we include the venues phone number in the Rudder so that members may call in advance to determine menu selections.  The VC agreed wholeheartedly to this suggestion.   

Near the end of our meeting Secretary Horan called the Commodore to inform him he had missed the boat, so to speak.  After some ribbing, and threats of keelhauling, he was officially pardoned by our Commodore.

The meeting ended about 7:45.

By your substitute Secretary,

Jeff Morrow    

___________________________________

Commodore’s Corner

We had a great meeting this month at the Shamrock Pub. The food was really tasty and it was nice to have our meeting at a different place. Jeff and Linda are trying to get some variety in our choices of places to eat. So far, so good! 

The Morrows brought two guests to the meeting – Brian and Marian Powers. The four of them sailed in the British Virgin Islands last year and really enjoyed it. We tried to talk the Powers into getting a boat for local use, but they declined. Still we would always be glad to have non-sailing members in the club. 

Bob Horan didn’t make it to the meeting, but he did call when it was almost over to say that he forgot all about it. We came to the conclusion that he still had not recovered from the wedding of our treasurer Linda three days earlier. I guess we can cut the father of the bride some slack. Congratulations to Linda and Joseph.

Warren Abrams has contacted Doug Ellis with GA Power about our possible trip to Lake Juliette. The letter that he received from them states: The rules are there for a reason, DO NOT BREAK THEM. As long as the trailer is attached to your tow vehicle and you have a current day pass, there is no problem. Sailing on Lake Juliette is worth the effort of putting up your mast and taking it down on the same day, but it’s not nearly as nice as staying overnight. Some of the more senior members of the club just do not want to go to the effort of raising and lowering the mast that often, but we do now have some new members who are younger and more willing to put out the effort. Lets try to help them experience the fun of sailing on Lake Juliette and other venues. 

We have some great trips planned for this season. I hope we lots of participation in all our activities this year.

John Davis

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________

 LJSC March Cruise

Originally scheduled for taking place on Lake Juliette, this cruise scheduled for 7-8th of March has been relocated to Lake Sinclair.   OSYC had one scheduled for last week and it rained most of Saturday and snowed on Sunday.   We are going to have much better weather than that.   Day time temps are forecast for 65-75 degrees with lows at night between 45-55 degrees.   It should be quite comfortable for sailing although the wind is only forecast for 6-8 mph each day.  Come out and join in for the first cruise of the 2009 sailing season.  I plan to leave the dock before 10 Am.   Bring your largest sails because the wind will be a little light.  With enough wind, we might be able to make Crooked Creek Marina and if not, then anchoring behind Goat Island is a possibility.   We can even use the motor if we have to in order to make a good anchorage.   We should have the lake almost to ourselves except for a few fishermen.  

April Spring Cruise

West Point Lake, Al.

  This cruise is scheduled for the weekend of 4-5 April.  It is to be held on West Point Lake. This will be a new lake for many so I am putting together some directions that might help. John & Sherry and I sailed there in October of last year and had a great time exploring the many wilderness coves.  I am recommending that we launch at Southern Harbor Resort & Marina, formerly called West Point Landing Marina.  To get to it find your way to exit 2 on I85.  Going west on GA hiway 18 / E. 10th St., drive across the bridge over the river and follow it to where it intersects with 3Rd. Ave.  Turn right and go Northwest on 3Rd. Ave until it forks.  Take the right fork, Stateline Rd.  Follow this road for about a mile until you come up on County Road 294 which leads to Southern Harbor Resort & Marina.   The launch fee at this Marina should be $2.00 and according to the chart.  there should be plenty of water to launch.  We will monitor channel 68 on the VHF and try to rendezvous on the lake close to the Marina.  Last year there were only two boat that made the cruise.   Lets all try to get our boats ready and make this a cruise that befits the lake.  A big & popular cruise for a big & beautiful lake.  You will not be disappointed with all the great hidden and remote places to sail and anchor.  It is only about a 2 hour drive from Macon so you will not have to spend much money on fuel to get there.  Send an e-mail to your cruise director if you plan to go to this one.   

Bob Horan

Skip's Lazy Jack Setup

The lines are color coded in this description only for the purpose of making it easier to explain 

First pop rivet four eye straps to the bottom of the boom. Position the aft most eye strap just a few inches forward of the clew of the mainsail. Then measure the distance from there to the mast. Divide that distance by 4 and space the remaining three eye straps along the boom using that result. (EXAMPLE: Assuming the aft most eye strap is ten feet from the mast. Ten divided by four equals two and a half. Space the remaining three eye straps two and a half feet apart.)
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The brown line is spliced to the brown ring and runs up to a block located on the mast just below the spreader. From there it runs down the mast and is then secured to a cleat on the mast (alternately it could be run back to the cockpit). The red line is spliced to eye strap number 1 on the bottom of the boom. From there it runs up to and through the brown ring and is spliced to the red ring. The green line is spliced to eye strap number 2 on the bottom of the boom. From there it runs up to and through the red ring and is spliced to the green ring. The blue line is spliced to eye strap number 3 on the bottom of the boom. From there it runs through the green ring and is spliced to eye strap number 4 on the bottom of the boom. The black line is spliced to the brown ring and runs through the red and green rings and then passes through a ring which is secured near the boom's goose neck. The black line then runs down to a cleat on the mast (alternately it could be run back to the cockpit). This set up is duplicated on each side of the boom. 

In front of the mast, the two brown lines are joined together. Actually, I use a single line to create both brown lines and then form an eye at the mid point. From that eye, I splice on a single line which leads down the front of the mast 

To hoist, release the black line, pull down on the brown line and secure it to a cleat at the mast or in the cockpit. 

To lower, release the brown line and pull in the black line and secure it to a cleat at the mast or in the cockpit. 

Adjust the lengths of the red, green and blue lines so that when the lazy jacks are lowered, all lines will be pulled taught along the boom. The lengths of the brown and black will depend on how high the blocks near the spreaders are mounted.

I use 1/4 inch Sta-Set line for everything.

I use one inch stainless steel rings. I wanted the rings to be thick enough to give a relatively smooth transition for the line running through them.

The most important length setting is such that they all pull taught when retracted. Don't worry about their lengths when deployed (that will work out automatically).

When Sailing in heavy winds (which might get worse quickly), I often leave the lazy jacks deployed so that I can drop the main without having to wait to raise the lazy jacks. And if I decide to leave them hoisted while racing, I slack off the hoisting line enough so that the lines do not disturb sail shape. I single hand a LOT, so these have been a life saver in heavy winds.



I had concerns about the lines flapping against the mast and boom. But I have not had any noticeable problem with that. The upper blocks can be attached to the spreader rather than to the mast so that the lines along the mast are generally a good distance from the mast except where they either tie off or run through turning blocks.



Assuming that the system is set up perfectly, some things I have noticed myself are: 

1. The sail will still have a tendency to fall off the boom near the outer end of the boom. I don't worry too much about that because it is only a small amount of sail. And as soon as I have time, I secure the sail to the boom with my sail ties. Remember, lazy jacks primary purpose is to keep the main sail from falling all over the deck and these do that quite well. 

2. If you need to raise and lower the mast a lot, it helps if the brown line is attached to the brown ring with a carabineer. For lowering the mast, unclip both brown lines from their rings, then clip them to each other and hoist them to the pulleys at the spreaders and secure the hoisting line to a cleat on the mast. I use a boat hook to pull these lines down after raising the mast. Or you could either attach a small line to retrieve the lines after raising the mast or clip the carabineers to a pad eye lower on the mast.. 

3. After lowering the sail, do not pull the brown line forward of the bolt rope (luff of main sail). Leave them behind the bolt rope. That will make hoisting the main from the cockpit easier. When you remove the sail cover and get ready to hoist the main, make sure the brown lines are not forward of the bolt rope. I used to pull the brown line forward to the mast before putting on the sail cover. But then I had to remember to pull them aft of the bolt rope before hoisting. 

4. The tighter you can pull on the hoisting line the better the lazy jacks will catch the leech of the sail when dousing. I usually center the boom with the mainsheet but keep the sheet somewhat slack. Then I hoist the lazy jacks as tight as I can until it lifts the boom a little ways. Then I snug up the down haul lines to add more tension to the lazy jacks. 

I have installed this system on a Catalina 34, Catalina 30, Catalina 250, several Catalina 22s and a Gulf 29. And I know a Catalina 30 sailor in California who has it on his boat. He has also installed this system on many other boats. And many Catalina 22 sailors have installed this system on their boats.

Skip Meisch.

_________________________________________

                                                       Dear Bob & Club Members,
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Thanks for keeping me in touch with the RUDDER.  I'm sending you the latest photo of my new "Rudder" rigged with bungee cords to the stern rail.  As you can see, I shall not be "caught up the creek without a paddle".  I had to resort to this after my A #l rudder decided to jump ship.  A wave pushed the gudgeons and the pintels apart and down to Davy Jones it went, not to be seen again.  Towing the kayak with paddles saved the day and we all came back up the creek ok, at 3AM from the Gulf of Mexico.  Indeed it was an exciting "daysail".  I think I will soon doll-up this boat and let her go, so I can become a landlubber.  My sailing days will become history.  At this time there is a slight chance I may again own the "Maggie" (Editors note - 42Ft Lindsey Motor Sailor)  since her present owner has cancer and is not doing well.  Time and God will govern this prospect.  Enclosed are my 2009 dues and some photos.  My kids want me to get a computer but I still prefer the snail mail way I grew up on.  My best to all of you, enjoy sailing.  It's a great gift to travel on the wind with dogs, watch sunsets, stars that fall, and talk to our Creator.  

Your Sailing Friend,      Steve Ligeikis
_________________________________________________

Classified Ads

Please contact me if you would like to place an ad in the Rudder and or the LJSC website.  This is not an exclusive Bob Horan advertising space.  –  Editor


For Sale:  1982 MacGregor25 sailboat and trailer. Boat is a swing keel and has a "pop-top". Comes with 2 mains, 2 jibs, spinnaker, older sails but still good for cruising. Has a 5hp Nissan, just tuned up this spring. Mast raise-lower system, VHF radio, depth sounder, auto bilge pump, propane stove, 2 good batteries and charger, fire extinguisher, lightning protection system and misc. Ready to launch and sail, but could use some cleaning and tlc. Asking $3000. Warren Abrams / 770-228-3865
For Sale:  1966 Morgan 24, "Barco Viejo" An old boat that has been revived and is again sailing.   3 old sails, sleeps two + two children.  Mast raising system, 1975 6Hp Johnson long shaft outboard.  No trailer, Located in slip at OSYC, on Lake Sinclair and sailed regularly.  Will deliver within 400 miles for expenses. $2000 or Make an Offer - I am a motivated seller!!  Contact: Bob@Horan.net  (478) 929-1377

For Sale:  1972 Ford F250 4X4 3/4 ton Pickup Truck - 30K miles on rebuilt 360cid motor, 113k miles on truck.  4 speed manual transmission, great tires, runs great, no power steering, no A/C, gets 9-10MPG pulling big boat, 10-12MPG empty.  $2000 or Make an Offer - Contact: Bob@Horan.net  (478) 929-1377

____________________________________________

The RUDDER is the official publication of the Lake Juliette Sailing Club.  Statements and opinions appearing herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent (and probably don’t) the group position of the Lake Juliette Sailing Club.  The Editor reserves the right to plagiarize and edit all material for publication and to publish only that material which is felt to be in the best interest of the LJSC. So, there! Any sniveling twit who is offended by the contents is cordially invited to submit their own material. Other info is available at www.ljsc.net.

________________________________________________

2009 Event Calendar

Usually at this point in the newsletter there would be a calendar of events for the year.   I had a little trouble importing it and decided in the interest of time, I would just add the calendar in the e-mail as a separate attachment so it would be on a single sheet of paper and not in a column as it would be in this newsletter format.   

The Editor
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