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Next Meeting
 New China Buffet - Jul 21st.   2009  

The July meeting will be held at the New China Buffet,  The address is  5012 Harrison Rd (Just off of Eisenhower Pkwy near I-475) Macon.(478) 476-8882   Dinner will be at 6PM, with the meeting to follow at about 7PM.  

Minutes for the Jun 16th. Meeting

The Jun meeting opened a little after 7PM, and was held at Stevi-Bs Pizza on Tom Hill Sr. Blvd. in North Macon.    The meeting got off to a noisy start because we did not get a meeting room but had just pulled tables together in the middle of the dining area.   John  opened the meeting  commenting he had nothing to say.  We had several visitors to the meeting, one from as far away as Brazil.  Cowen Santos is an exchange student and was staying with the Wellmans.  The cruise report was up next and a brief report on the BEER Cruise for 2009 was presented by Bob Horan.   There were three boats from the Middle Georgia area that made the trip.  Ken & Jennifer Griffin, Warren & Valorie Hughes, and Bob Horan with his daughter Linda.  Next up was some discussion of future events including the picnic & moonlight sail in August.   Anthony Corbin suggested we try the New China Buffet for the next meeting with most of the members agreeing.    John Davis presented his version of the Bahamas Cruise 2009 with lots of questions and comments from the audience as he went along.   The meeting  closed with some staying after to chat about sailing and summer vacation plans..          

 Bob Horan

___________________________________

Commodore,s Corner

   Because of problems with my computer I missed my deadline for getting last months Commodore’s Corner to Bob. He is so efficient that the Rudder was out before I could breathe in and out three times.  We are in the middle of the long hot summer. Not many things are planned for the next few weeks so this is a good time to do repairs or modifications to your boat and trailer. That way when we do have trips or other plans both your boat and trailer will be ready.   The club’s schedule has been set for the year but this does not mean that we can’t add or change the plans. At the next meeting, if anyone has an idea for another trip or activity, we can put it to a vote and maybe have even more fun this year.

  We also need to see more people at the meetings. We have a lot more fun at the dinners and on our trips with greater participation. A few years ago we would have 8 to 10 boats on the trips that we took. I know that gas prices are higher than they were then, but they are not going to go down any time soon. We are trailer sailors and we need to act like it by putting our trailers on the road and our boats into some different waters. See you on the water.

          John Davis

_______________________________

BEER Cruise 2009

By Bob Horan

Linda and I were packed and ready by 2PM on Friday afternoon.   The drive down Highway 96 into Columbus went quickly and before long we were approaching Montgomery.   I decided to fill up on fuel and shortly we were past Montgomery and cruising down I-65.  We were only about 25 miles South of Montgomery when a passing motorist motioned for me to pull off and told me that I had a smoking hub  on the trailer.   Sure enough the bearings were gone and we went looking for some bearings.   It was almost 6:30Pm when we rolled into Greenville looking for auto parts stores but we could not find the parts and were soon heading back to the boat.   We slept on the boat with each passing car/truck making the boat sway on the trailer.   In the morning we drove back to Montgomery and found a NAPA store that had the bearings and within 3 hours we had the bearings installed and the trailer ready to roll.  It was 12:30PM and the BEER Cruisers had already departed Pensacola Shipyard Marina Complex and we were still 2-3 hours away.   We arrived at the marina by 2:45 but the Ships Store was already closed so we got started getting the boat ready to launch.   By 4PM we were ready to launch.   We tried but the tide was going out and we had arrived too late.   We could not get the boat deep enough to float without getting the trailer over the dropoff on the ramp.   We would have to wait to launch on Sunday morning.   Once again we slept on the boat on the trailer but this time we would not be rocked by passing trucks and cars.  
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We launched after 9AM on Sunday morning and sailed out  by 10AM.   With a 120% jib and full main we were soon tacking across Pensacola Bay.   As we approached Santa Rosa Island we merged in with the BEER Cruise fleet as they sailed East toward Navarre Beach.    It was almost 13:00 as we passed under the bridge. We had our picture taken by Murray White and then headed in to make a short stop in Quietwater Beach for some supplies.    We headed out again about 14:30 sailing toward Navarre Beach on a fast reach.   We had let a number of boats pass us on our stop in Quietwater Beach but we were now catching up to some of the stragglers.   We arrived at 17:30 and anchored behind Shane's 33 footer.   We were able to row ashore and visit with all the skippers and crew before rowing back out to "Linda Jean" to cook supper before it got too dark.   It was a somewhat quiet night but by morning the water was like glass.    We waited, went ashore, etc until the wind started filling in around 10:00.   The next stop was back to Quietwater Beach and we made pretty good time as the wind filled in from the Southwest.   We had to tack 7-8 times but then we finally were able to make a long run that took us almost to the Pensacola Beach bridge.    We arrived and anchored again at Quietwater Beach by 15:30.  We visited again with skippers and crew thn fter a great dinner at Flounders Restaurant, we re-anchored "Linda Jean" to give us more swing room and went to bed with the loud music from the bars keeping us awake till past 2AM.  

   
Monday morning started out very calm again so we waited for the wind to fill in again and by 10:30 we sailed out with a destination of Sand Island.    As we crossed Pensacola Bay we were sailing close hauled with full main and a 120% jib again.  We could have reefed the main since the wind had increased to almost 20mph but we pressed on with the toe rail near the water and making more than 5kts. It was a great day for sailing.  Arriving at Sand Island we anchored near Ft. Mcrae and spend a nice quiet evening snorkling, touring the old fort, watching a large square rigged ship depart, and watching the sunset.   As usual it was a quiet anchorage with maybe 6 boats anchored nearby.    The following morning after breakfast we were treated to the Navy Blue Angels air show.   It was a nice way to start our final day of  BEER Cruise 2009.   We sailed back to the marina with plenty of wind and had the trailer packed and ready for the road by 4PM.  The trip home was uneventful and we arrived before midnight.

Bob Horan

__________________________________________

Editors note:

  To indicate that some skippers have all the bad luck, I am including a copy of the story of another skipper who attended BEER Cruise 2009.  

________________________________________________

BEER Cruise 2009
	Sam Hunter, Mac 26S, "Dragonfly", Atlanta GA.


Some folks may remember me as the guy who snapped his centerboard at BEER a couple of years ago, but just kept sailing anyway (after a few tense / nervous minutes -- seemed like hours). 

Some may remember me as the guy whose engine kept dying, several years before that. 

This trip, however, was one for the books... 

1) Trailer de-couples! [image: image1.png]


Travelling down I-85, doing 65-70, hit a BIG dip and bump. Truck tried to fly, ... trailer succeeded, ... jerk and a bang, then lots of noise as the trailer started swinging around to the right and gained on the truck. 

The trailer had un-coupled!!! The chains did at least hold. 

Took a few tense moments to get things under control. Only damage was a severely dented license plate. Got the trailer reconnected. Pulled off in a foutuitously nearby rest area and "effected repairs". No more problems on that front. 

2) Out of Oil... Sunday, we leave Sailboat Cove and head to Fort Pickens for a bit of tourism and a good walk. A new Mac calls for help, I offer assistance, but they are going to either fix or call it a day. Then, my motor starts "coughing" and sputtering, it gets pretty bad so I kill it and start raising sails (in extreme light winds, IN Pensacola Channel, just above the Pass, of course). We got a tow from another BEER boat to point upwind of the fort, then sailed onto the beach (putting out a proper stern anchor on the way -- glad I practice those kinds of things [image: image2.png]


). 

Turns out my oil fill cap had jiggled loose and quite a bit of oil had blown out, causing the problem. Lest anyone grow concerned, the Yamahas have a catch basin and I did NOT pollute the waters. 

I am the one Scott W reported as needing oil, however he an another BEER cruiser both stopped and delivered spare oil, and all was fine after that (and a bit of cleanup work). 

3) Bent the motor mount... Sunday night we (Mystery and Dragonfly) went on past Navarre to a little island/anchorage near Ft Walton. Loooonnnnggg trip on lighter and lighter winds. Motor sail the last several miles to get there before dark. 

Have to say, it is an absolutely gorgeous place!!! However, beaching on the island can be a bit tricky. Probably the intersection of a senior moment and a brain fart, but I tried to back in and beach. 

4.2 feet (CB mostly up, rudder up), steering by engine. 4.1 feet, 3.5, 3.8, 3.3, 3.4 (still backing smoothly), 3.1, (looking good), 3.2, 2.9, 3.3, ONE Foot, ... CRUNCH! (Motor stops, Admiral yelps, I emit a string of dirty words...) 

Motor mount is crunched a couple inches, bent to the left, and angled slightly to the right. 

Secure boat, check motor, it still works... Need a while to calm down, but things are OK. Have supper, stagger to my berth and am asleep immediately. 

4) Rudder snaps! [image: image3.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://bbs.trailersailor.com/forums/emot/yikes.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image4.png]



Yesterday, the weather was "interesting". 

Leaving Ingram Bayou, we barely ghosted up into Perdido Bay on light west winds. Even motorsailed for a while to avoid spending the entire day in lower Perdido Bay. Winds picked up nicely as we went up (ENE) the bay with building SW winds. Sail up under Lillian Bridge, poke around in the upper bay, then head back. 

Winds build rapidly, clocking through the teens and into the low 20's. Of course, NOW with good winds, its all right on the nose! Chop builds to about 2 - 3 feet with whitecaps everywhere. Finally drop to double-reefed main and about half our 105 jib and are still doing 5.5+, close hauled! [image: image5.png]



The Admiral had been a bit nervous, and I was concerned about her reaction, but she enjoyed it! I promised things would ease up when we turned the corner and headed East along the ICW near Ono and Perdido Islands. It did. In fact, the winds died down and we shook out the reefs. 

Across Big Lagoon the winds began to build again. By the time we cleared the land cut into Pensacola Bay, winds were getting "interesting" again. Our fellow sailors coming in from the Gulf later reported more "interesting" weather. 

By the time we were clearing the Navy base and almost ready to turn NE to the Bayou Chico (PSMC) channel 5-6 miles away, the winds were howling pretty good and I was having trouble steering. Had decided to reef "as soon as I made the turn", when some "puffs" caused us to broach violently to port. Recovered from that, made the gybe, then broached HARD to Starboard, rounded up right past the tack, then immediately was laid over onto the port side again! [image: image6.png]



As I was getting control again, I heard the Admiral squack, "Thats ENOUGH! Now, you just STOP THAT!!!" (STILL grinning about that one!) 

Waves were solidly 3+ feet, which isn't bad, but were VERY irregular and VERY close together. Suddenly had a large, oddball wave pick up the boat and fling it up and sideways. When we came down, there was a loud CRACK!!! and the tiller turned freely in my hands. 

Oh, @%^#@#$%%%%$#^&*#@$!!! 

Dropped the sails in record time. Got the engine started. Managed to cut the broken rudder loose and get it on board. 

Took about an hour to get to the Bayou Chico channel and head in. By then, I had lots of experience surfing down waves, bouncing around, and steering pretty badly. Figured if I lost the engine, I'd just toss out an anchor and call TowBoatUS. 

We did make a Securite call to advise we were coming in without rudder, and a very large sailboat that was also heading in turned around and came out to help, to their great credit. There was NO WAY I was going to let me or Freida go on the foredeck to take a tow in that nasty stuff, so they just went upwind/upwave from us to break up some of the rougher stuff and make things a bit less difficult. Have to hand it to them, they hung in there and did everything they could to help. 

The trip across the waves down the channel was even worse than the downwind trip up the bay, but once we reached the protected waters of Bayou Chico, things became EASY!!! 

Not something I EVER want to do again... but it is good to know we handled it!!! [image: image7.png]
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A bit much in the "adventure" column, but a great trip with a lot of wonderful sailing, great folks, great scenery, and just plain fun! Looking forward to next year!!! 

The Admiral is even considering, just maybe, going back out with me again! [image: image10.png]



__________________________________________________

Classified Ads

Please contact me if you would like to place an ad in the Rudder and or on the LJSC website.  –  Editor


For Sale:  1982 MacGregor25 sailboat and trailer. Boat is a swing keel and has a "pop-top". Comes with 2 mains, 2 jibs, spinnaker, older sails but still good for cruising. Has a 5hp Nissan, just tuned up this spring. Mast raise-lower system, VHF radio, depth sounder, auto bilge pump, propane stove, 2 good batteries and charger, fire extinguisher, lightning protection system and misc. Ready to launch and sail, but could use some cleaning and tlc. Asking $3000. Warren Abrams / 770-228-3865
For Sale:  1966 Morgan 24, "Barco Viejo" An old boat that has been revived and is again sailing.   3 old sails, sleeps two + two children.  Mast raising system, 1975 6Hp Johnson long shaft outboard.  No trailer, Located in slip at OSYC, on Lake Sinclair and sailed regularly.  Will deliver within 400 miles for expenses. $2000 or Make an Offer - I am a motivated seller!!  Contact: Bob@Horan.net  (478) 929-1377

 


____________________________________________

The RUDDER is the official publication of the Lake Juliette Sailing Club.  Statements and opinions appearing herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent (and probably don’t) the group position of the Lake Juliette Sailing Club.  The Editor reserves the right to plagiarize and edit all material for publication and to publish only that material which is felt to be in the best interest of the LJSC. So, there! Any sniveling twit who is offended by the contents is cordially invited to submit their own material. Other info is available at www.ljsc.net.

________________________________________________
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