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Next Meeting
 El Azteca - Jul 21st.   2009  

The August meeting will be held at the El Azteca; the address is 169 Tom Hill Sr. Blvd., Macon, (478) 475-9199.  Dinner will be at 6PM, with the meeting to follow at about 7PM.  

Minutes for the July 21st. Meeting

The July meeting opened a little after 7PM, and was held at New China Buffet located just off of Eisenhower Parkway in Macon.  The meeting was well attended with about 15 members and guests.  It turned out the only officer in attendance was the VC.   Unfortunately, he wasn’t as well prepared as he would have liked to be and as such the meeting was rather short.  When beginning the meeting he attempted to review the minutes from the previous meeting but the copy of the Rudder he brought with him didn’t have the first page.  He also attempted to print out the events calendar but this also didn’t print out.  Are you seeing a pattern here?

Anyway we did discuss the next event on our calendar which is the Island Cookout and Moonlight Sail at Lake Sinclair.  After some discussion we agreed that Airport Island would be our meeting place and we would start our gathering there in the early afternoon with the moonlight cruise starting sometime later in the evening.  The club will provide the burgers, hotdogs and baked beans.  Members are encouraged to bring snacks to share and drinks for themselves. 

No other business was discussed and our meeting was ended about 7:45.

The VC, Jeff Morrow

_______________________________

Commodore’s Corner

What’s happening now is called current events, but what I’m writing about is the actual currents that Bob, Sherry and I encountered in the past few months. We trailer sailors don’t often find currents in the inland lakes we sail upon. Bob on Linda Jean and Sherry and I on Serenity have done many battles with ocean currents and tides recently. In our passage to the Bahamas the Gulf Stream kept pushing us further north when we wanted to go south. We ended no where close to our original destination because of this, so we changed our plans for the rest of the trip. 

At times we anchored where the current was so strong that we couldn’t even get out to swim. If we got into the water we had to hold on to the boat or risk being swept away. We strung a line between our two boats while anchored so we could dingy over to the other boat while holding onto the line. Even Bob had a difficult time rowing the sixty feet between our boats. At Grand Bahama Island we could see the shore, but were unable to get there because of the currents and the wind. At night we always put out two anchors to keep from drifting onto land or rocks. The tides were not very high, only about two feet, so we didn’t have a problem with that in the Bahamas. 

When we got back to St. Mary’s, GA the currents were stiff there too, but the main thing we had to contend with was the tides. The really high tide we encountered was over eight feet and flooding into the parking lot at the boat ramp. When we anchored at night we had to make sure that we were in deep enough water and had plenty of swinging room to account for the changing tide and currents. 

All in all we trailer sailors have a lot more to contend with when we go to the coast. It would help us to become better sailors if we went on more trips to different locations – lakes or coast. Not only would we become better at sailing, but we’d also have more fun with new adventures and stories to tell. 

Commodore:  John Davis

____________________________________________

The RUDDER is the official publication of the Lake Juliette Sailing Club.  Statements and opinions appearing herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent (and probably don’t) the group position of the Lake Juliette Sailing Club.  The Editor reserves the right to plagiarize and edit all material for publication and to publish only that material which is felt to be in the best interest of the LJSC. So, there! Any sniveling twit who is offended by the contents is cordially invited to submit their own material. Other info is available at www.ljsc.net.
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