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Next Meeting
 Stevi B's Pizza - April 21st.   2009  

The April meeting will be held at Stevi B's Pizza,  The address is  175 Tom Hill Sr Blvd.  Macon, GA.

(478) 474-3831 Dinner will be at 6PM, with the meeting to follow at about 7PM.  

Minutes for 17 Mar 09 meeting

John Davis opened the meeting after most of the members had finished dinner.   After approving the minutes published in the Juliette RUDDER for the February meeting, John provided opening remarks about the March 7-8 Cruise on Lake Sinclair.   All who participated in that cruise, had a great time sailing in 5-10 mph winds, up to Crooked Creek Restaurant, anchoring for the night and sailing back the next day with 15-20 mph winds.  Coming back was really exciting for Tim & Cary Aupperle because this was only the third day they had sailed their Catalina 22 and they were not ready for such strong winds.   Next on the agenda was a little knot tying practice.   The subject for the night was the bowline.   John provided a number of short pieces of line for all to practice with.  The next topic of discussion was the upcoming West Point Lake Cruise, scheduled for 4-5 April.   There looked to be 5 boats that would be going and we all would launch at Southern Harbor Resort & Marina and after launching we would use channel 68 to coordinate meeting up.  Since this would be only a two day cruise, we would need pretty good wind to sail much and would be pulling out and driving home late on Sunday afternoon.   Next topic was the Bahamas Cruise scheduled for May.  John & Sherry Davis and Bob Horan were planning on going.  We would be launching at Phil Foster Park and sailing out of Lake Worth to make West End the next day.   The itinerary had not been established so the discussion was mainly about getting the boats ready for the trip.  Next up for discussion was the Powder Puff Race scheduled for the 9th of May, the day before Mother's Day.  Michael Dortch and Jeff Morrow volunteered to manage the race.  There was some discussion about having husbands aboard and in the end it was decided that husbands would be allowed aboard but were not to be the helmsman or designated captain for the race.   A question came up during the discussion of where to have the next meeting and the Grits Cafe in Forsyth or the Rum Creek Restaurant on GA hiway 18 were suggested.   

Secretary

Bob Horan

___________________________________

Commodore’s Corner

We had a great meeting at the Olive Garden in Macon. The food was good although the service was a little slow, but with fifteen members of the club there the time passed quickly. The meeting started about half an hour late.

I brought some pieces of rope to the meeting for knot tying practice. Everyone was finally able to tie a bowline or at least have crew who could! We talked about the upcoming trip to the Bahamas in May that a few of us plan to try. 

We made plans for the cruise to West Point Lake that was scheduled for April 4-5. As the weather didn’t cooperate the trip was cancelled due to lack of expected wind and too many thunderstorms predicted. 

The commodore/salesman/wheeler-dealer hawked club tee shirts at the meeting. We managed to sell a few of them, but we still have some left in odd sizes. Come to the next meeting and get a super deal on a club tee shirt. 

A few years ago the club had a cruise to Panama City. We sailed out of the jetty and down the coast about twelve miles to anchor behind Crooked Island. After an afternoon of swimming and crab races on the beach, we cooked supper and settled in for the evening with tall tales and other lies. The weather was good and the sleeping was fine with a light breeze for comfort. 
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The next morning was bright and sunny with good wind. Everyone was anxious to set sail and some started early without bothering with breakfast. There were just two boats left behind the island and we were about ninety minutes later leaving. Warren Hughes was in his Capri 18 and I was in my O’Day 24. I left about ten minutes before Warren and headed out towards the pass. The wind had gotten stronger and the sky had a peculiar cast to it. Not being known as one of the best sailors, or as I prefer to say - a more cautious sailor, I retreated behind the island again and radioed Warren that it might be best to stay awhile longer. As we were discussing the strange feeling I had, the water began to churn and get rougher. All of a sudden the sky started coming down to the water, then the water joined the sky in a waterspout right where our boat would have been if we hadn’t turned around. 

The spout had a mind of its own and kept coming closer and closer. We zigged and zagged back and forth while listening to the tornado sirens on land. While Warren and I were trying to keep things safe, Sherry was saying how cool it was and taking pictures. The sight also intrigued Valerie. Then the waterspout took an abrupt left turn as it got close to the island and marched up the coast. Shortly after that it made landfall and died. Neptune had decided that he when in his domain we had better be alert and never take him for granted. 

The Gulf was still rough when we started back to Panama City, but in about an hour the wind was back to a steady ten miles per hour and the water had calmed. The sailing was great, the adventure was unforgettable and no one was hurt.  I’m ready to look for more waterspouts as long as I have an island to hide behind.

John Davis

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________

 March Cruise 7-8th Lake Sinclair
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John & Sherry had launched on the Friday 6th and anchored out for the night while I slept on "Linda Jean" still on the trailer.   The next morning I launched "Linda Jean" and about that time Tim & Cary Aupperle arrived with their Catalina 22.  With everyone launched and ready to sail, we left the dock about 10:30.  This was only the second day Tim & Cary had sailed their boat and they were a little tired from a busy day before, and a rather excited to sail with us on this overnight cruise.  We had a nice 5-10 mph wind although for the first 5 miles we were beating into it.  I had gotten pretty far ahead of the other two boats and decided after passing Hauck's Reef that I would anchor up in the Primitive Camping area and wait for them.   It was a good time for lunch to warm up out of the wind and in the sun.  When they were passing me, I quickly pulled up my anchor and gave chase.  It was almost 3 hours when we finally rounded the point near Sinclair Marina and headed North up the river channel.  We were supposed to have the wind on our beam or stern for this section.  We were pretty close together now and the wind was starting to fade some as we were passing Goat Island.   I decided to put up my spinnaker since I only had a 110 up and we were going down most of the time.    I put up my spinnaker without tying the tiller, so I had to run back to the helm from time to time to get pointed up the lake.  With the sail finally filled, I started to move and had soon caught up with the other two boats.  Then the wind started to shift, or should I say it started to make frequent shifts.   At one point, Tim & Cary were passing me even while I had my spinnaker filled and they only had up a 110 jib.  The wind varied over the lake and I soon had to take down the spinnaker because the wind was now mostly coming from the North and we were again beating into it.   We finally made Crooked Creek Marina & Restaurant by 5:30 PM and by 6PM were walking up to sample the great food this out of the way restaurant is famous for.   John and I were a little low on fuel for our outboards so we topped of our tanks before heading to one of the best places to anchor on the lake.   We packed ourselves into the narrow cove using more than one anchor although the night was really very quiet.  With everyone anchored, I used my dinghy to visit with John & Sherry on their O'Day 240.  We played a couple of games of cards and to my surprise, I did not win either of them, and I had even brought my own cards. (Bob's Cards)   I think they have practicing since last fall.  
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     We each had breakfast on board the next day and by 09:30 AM it looked like the wind was starting to come in so we pulled up anchors and started home.  The wind was light at first but 30 minutes later it started picking up.   I was a little behind because I had to go back to the marina to fetch a fender I had left on the dock the night before.   By then, the wind was over 10 mph and "Linda Jean" was starting move along at a pretty good rate with a full main and a 110 jib.   I soon caught up with the fleet and by the time we got to Goat Island, I was a mile ahead.   I eased up to the windward shore and reefed my main, took a minute to get a drink and a snack, and got ready to sail again as the fleet passed me.   With the wind now blowing almost 20 mph, we all were moving pretty fast.   Tim & Cary still had up a 110 and a full main and were having a hard time keeping their boat upright.   They both had not gotten accustomed to have the boat heel much and it was an exciting ride for them.  This wind was more than they bargained for they were not quite ready for it.  John & Sherry on their O'Day 240 still had up a 150 jib and a full main and they were luffing the sails some to keep from heeling to much.  "Linda Jean" was sailing great with the rail not quite in the water.  I passed the fleet, raced under the main channel power lines and headed around the point toward Hauck's Reef.  As I came up on the Primitive Camping area again, I eased in and dropped anchor so I could rest and have lunch.   I knew I would have maybe an hour before the fleet would catch up, so I had lunch and then reefed the 110 jib.   The fleet passed me a short time later on a run.   Both boats still had up a full main and were sailing wing and wing.  This time it took a while before I was able to catch up with the fleet.   As I came up alongside Tim & Cary, I suggested they take down their jib and just sail with main alone.  I circled some as Cary pulled down the jib and they were soon sailing more comfortably but slower.  We all tried to stay together for a while but as we passed Airport Island, John and I pulled ahead, sailing for the Yacht Club.  With both sails still reefed, I raced to the Club and to dock.  John & Sherry came into their slip 10-15 minutes later.    Tim & Carry arrived 20 minutes later and tied up behind me on the dock.   They looked happy to have made it back in one piece but knew that today's sail would be firmly in their memory for some time.  As we talked about the trip back, Tim was already making a list of things that he would need to do to make his boat handle better & safer when the wind picked up.   

Bob Horan

_________________________________________________

Classified Ads

Please contact me if you would like to place an ad in the Rudder and or the LJSC website.  This is not an exclusive Bob Horan advertising space.  –  Editor


For Sale:  1982 MacGregor25 sailboat and trailer. Boat is a swing keel and has a "pop-top". Comes with 2 mains, 2 jibs, spinnaker, older sails but still good for cruising. Has a 5hp Nissan, just tuned up this spring. Mast raise-lower system, VHF radio, depth sounder, auto bilge pump, propane stove, 2 good batteries and charger, fire extinguisher, lightning protection system and misc. Ready to launch and sail, but could use some cleaning and tlc. Asking $3000. Warren Abrams / 770-228-3865
For Sale:  1966 Morgan 24, "Barco Viejo" An old boat that has been revived and is again sailing.   3 old sails, sleeps two + two children.  Mast raising system, 1975 6Hp Johnson long shaft outboard.  No trailer, Located in slip at OSYC, on Lake Sinclair and sailed regularly.  Will deliver within 400 miles for expenses. $2000 or Make an Offer - I am a motivated seller!!  Contact: Bob@Horan.net  (478) 929-1377

For Sale:  1972 Ford F250 4X4 3/4 ton Pickup Truck - 30K miles on rebuilt 360cid motor, 113k miles on truck.  4 speed manual transmission, great tires, runs great, no power steering, no A/C, gets 9-10MPG pulling big boat, 10-12MPG empty.  $2000 or Make an Offer - Contact: Bob@Horan.net  (478) 929-1377

____________________________________________

The RUDDER is the official publication of the Lake Juliette Sailing Club.  Statements and opinions appearing herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent (and probably don’t) the group position of the Lake Juliette Sailing Club.  The Editor reserves the right to plagiarize and edit all material for publication and to publish only that material which is felt to be in the best interest of the LJSC. So, there! Any sniveling twit who is offended by the contents is cordially invited to submit their own material. Other info is available at www.ljsc.net.

________________________________________________

2009 Event Calendar

Usually at this point in the newsletter there would be a calendar of events for the year.   I had a little trouble importing it and decided in the interest of time, I would just add the calendar in the e-mail as a separate attachment so it would be on a single sheet of paper and not in a column as it would be in this newsletter format.   

The Editor
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