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Next Meeting
Chinese Buffet – October 21St.   2008  

The next meeting will be held at The Chinese Buffet on 2010 Riverside Drive in Macon.  Dinner will begin about 6:00 and the meeting will follow at or near 7 PM.     

Minutes of September ‘08 Meeting

The meeting started with no minutes for the August meeting because none of us had received a copy of the September issue of the Rudder.   Something had gone wrong when Jeff sent it and it did not go to any of the members.   The next order of business was a meeting place for Oct meeting.  Duke's Dawgs on Temple Bay in Lake Sinclair, was suggested and approved for Saturday the 18th.  (More on that later).  Next up was Bob Horan for his report on future events.   The Treasure Hunt on 27 Sept. was on schedule, all the prizes had been gathered, the plan was forming up for bucket locations etc.   It was suggested that since the cookout had been cancelled, that we do it following the Treasure Hunt on Airport Island.  That suggestion was approved and Michael would be the contact for the RSVP on that event.   Michael would be sending out an e-mail to let everyone know of the cookout and get back RSVPs so Pete could help pick up the supplies needed.  The next item was the Fun Race proposed in August for the 4th of October.  That race is still on (Cancelled 3 Oct. lack of wind) and those attending the meeting indicated they would be attending.   We discussed the Columbus Day Weekend Cruise scheduled for Oct 11-13.   The destination for this event had been discussed in the past and Lake Martin had been a possible destination.  John Davis spoke up to tell us that he had been over to West Point Lake and suggest going there might be an interesting change of venue.   All approved the change and the Columbus Day Weekend Cruise is now scheduled to be held at West Point Lake, launching at Southern Harbor Resort & Marinia.    The last topic for the evening was the new "Rules for Lake Sinclair"   Miriam indicated that she had received something from Boat US about lake access for Georgia Lakes and thought she might be able to find the letter.   Since then I have talked with Ronnie Young about the meetings he has attended and these rules are being presented to "Block houseboats from using the lake" but they could be applied to all of our cruising sailboats at any time.   If any of you learn of any news on this, bring it to the next meeting.

Bob Horan

From the Editor

Well, I have finally returned from my Michigan Summer Vacation.   I had a great vacation but it is back to work now to do the job I volunteered for in January.  Being the Editor of our Juliette Rudder.   Hopefully I will not bore you to bad with my stories of Michigan sailing, or the events we have scheduled for club activities.   Anyone can write up an account of our events and I challenge each of you to sit down on your computer and give it a try.   We all know Michael has written some pretty interesting articles but let's see what the rest of you can do.   I look forward to seeing some accounts from the rest of you.  

Bob Horan

Boat Shows in the future

St. Petersburg Boat Show & Strictly Sail
12/04/08 - 12/07/08
Mahaffey Theater Yacht Basin & Albert Whitted Park
St. Petersburg, Florida

Fort Myers Boat Show
11/13/08 - 11/16/08
Harborside Convention Complex & City Yacht Basin
Ft. Myers, Florida

New York National Boat Show
12/13/08 - 12/21/08
Jacob K. Javits Convention Center
New York, New York

New Orleans Boat Show
01/07/09 - 01/11/09
Ernest N. Morial Convention Center
New Orleans, Louisiana

Houston International Boat Show
01/02/09 - 01/11/09
Reliant Center at Reliant Park
Houston, Texas

Atlanta Boat Show
01/14/09 - 01/18/09
Georgia World Congress Center
Atlanta, Georgia

Strictly Sail Chicago Boat Show
01/29/09 - 02/01/09
Navy Pier
Chicago, Illinois

Charleston Boat Show
01/23/09 - 01/25/09
Charleston Area Convention Center Complex
Charleston, South Carolina

Strictly Sail Miami Boat Show
02/12/09 - 02/16/09
Miamarina at Bayside
Miami, Florida

Savannah International Boat Show
03/06/09 - 03/08/09
Savannah International Trade and Convention Center
Savannah, Georgia

_________________________________________

CommoDortch Notes:


Well, guys and gals, the Summer Season is officially history and, truth be told, it ain’t been too bad. From my perspective, it seems that we have had some “above average” sailing conditions throughout the summer. We have had some great sailing and events on Lake Sinclair. Charlie and I actually got to travel a little with the Mug Race and the BEER Cruise in Florida, the Special Olympic Regatta in Biloxi and of course the “Great Pearson Retrieval” at St. Simons.


Our last event, the Treasure Hunt and Cookout, was a really great time and I think Bob is covering that elsewhere in this rag. We almost missed out on the fun due to ripping our mainsail in half in 20+ winds a couple weeks prior. I guess we got all the goody outa that 27-year-old main! Charlie had kept it going long after it should have been retired with her consummate sewing skills. I think she went through two sewing machines on that one. We have managed to carry on thanks to a Tanzer 22 main we acquired from the John and Sherrie Davis collection. It was a little short in the leach, long in the foot and needs battens, but we made it work and it moves the boat. Thanks, John. 


We have some great events coming up. We have a Cruise planned to West Point Lake, which isn’t too far away for those of us hampered by the gas situation, over the Columbus Day weekend. You can’t miss the Halloween Regatta, which we do with the Oconee Sailing and Yacht Club, the last weekend in October. You got to be there for the next meeting at which we will try to set in stone the details of the Christmas Party, and if you miss that, you might just get elected to office in absentia. We’ll do it, too!

Gimp

_________________________________________________

Future Events

Fun Race

Scheduled for 4 Oct on Lake Sinclair.  Cancelled due to a very low wind forecast.  Winds were forecast for 2 Mph for most of the day with a short hour of time in mid afternoon of up to 4Mph.  Not enough to race.  

Columbus Day Weekend Cruise

 Now scheduled for West Point Lake.  We voted on it at the last meeting and thought it might be a safer bet with the gas situation to make this cruise closer to home.   We will be launching at on Friday evening,  and early Saturday, sailing and rafting up in the evening near one of the many parks and pulling out in the afternoon of Monday.  This will be a new lake for many so I am putting together some directions that might help.  A long time ago, Stan Witherington and I sailed on this lake on a 3 day weekend.   I am recommending that we launch at Southern Harbor Resort & Marina, formerly called West Point Landing Marina.  To get to it find your way to exit 2 on I85.  Going West on GA hwy 18/E 10th St., drive across the bridge over the river and follow it to where it intersects with 3 Rd. Ave.  Turn right and go Northwest on 3Rd. Ave until it forks.  Take the right fork, Stateline Rd.  Follow this road for about a mile until you come up on County Road 294 which leads to Southern Harbor Resort & Marina.   The launch fee at this Marina should be $2.00 and according to the chart there should be plenty of water to launch.  We will monitor channel 68 on the VHF and try to rendezvous on the lake close to the Marina until everyone has launched.  I will print maps of the lake that will help a little to decide where to go,  but will be no substitute for a commercial fishing map.  RSVP to Bob@Horan.Net if you are planning on going so we can look for you at the marina where we are launching.  Call on VHF Ch# 68 or my cell phone, (478) 972-6941 if you are delayed but do make it to the lake.

_________________________________________________

Treasure Hunt 08
18th. Annual LJSC Treasure Hunt

By Bob Horan

The 18th. Annual Treasure Hunt started for me a few days  before the 27th of September that the Hunt was scheduled on.   I had all the prizes with the help of Linda Horan who picked up some nice ones when she was in Savannah earlier in the year, but it was not till the last minute that I actually put together the list and the maps.  I drove up to OSYC on Tuesday because there was wind and I wanted to get some points for the Cruiser Quest and maybe check out some spots for hiding a jar or two.   I stayed there thru Wednesday evening and was able to find a couple of good spots for some floating jars.   I decided to change a couple of the locations for the buckets after looking at the beaches and remembering the trouble with the trees from last year.   I got home on Wednesday night with a plan to get the maps updated and printed so I could have them with me on Friday when I returned to OSYC.   Pete and Eric joined me at OSYC by noon and by 2PM, I was heading out to put out the jars.   I anchored off Airport Island and this year I used my dinghy and the 2.7Hp. Cruise-n-Carry motor I had purchased for it.  All went well with me even having time to look for the new Geo-Cache on the North end of Airport Island.  I did have one glitch with the last jar I was to put out.   The light line I used to connect the rock to the jar parted and I had to find another rock.   I gave up on that location and relocated the jar closer to the island after finding a couple of rocks on the island that would do.    We had planned to have a cookout on the island after the Hunt, but on Saturday morning before the start, we decided to just do the cookout at the Club because it would be a lot more convenient.    I had stuffed my boat full of little tables, a small grill, all the prizes, and other misc items, I thought I would need for the cookout.   Better to be prepared than not.   

     The hunt started on time although at the last minute, two of the boats had motor problems.   Alfredo Daniel's Honda 7.5 would not start, and George Thorpe had a serious leak in his fuel system that came up suddenly.   That made them a little slow starting and cut into their time to look for  and retrieve jars & envelopes.   A couple of people had trouble with thin water, some more than once.   Ask Jeff and Pete about the fun they had.  Most had a great time, and only a few boats did not get a full 5 card poker hand.   In the end a full hand did not guarantee a good hand anyway.     By 5 PM all the hunters were back to the Club and I had retrieved most of the buckets.   While I was doing the hunt, I planned my route so I could earn Cruiser Quest points and was able to get 50 pts by the end of the day.   

        When we opened our envelopes to see the cards, Michael Dortch came up with the winning hand of two Jacks and a joker.   He was awarded the annual Treasure Hunt Trophy and he wisely chose a boat hook from the list of prizes.  This boat hook is one I found on the shore on Beaver Island, in Northern Lake Michigan.  I brought it back with me from my Michigan Summer Trip.  The rest of the hands were not very good at all with many being just the highest card in the hand.  Pete chose the Georgia Refreshments with was a bottle of Georgia wine and two nice wine glasses.  Alfredo chose the Hornblower Series Videos annual prize.  Warren Hughes with only two cards, one of which was an Ace, chose a blown glass Christmas tree ornament.  Jeff Morrow chose a carry case to be used with a VHF radio or GPS handheld.  John Davis chose the dock line,  I picked the nautical placemats, and George Thorpe & Alex chose the canteen.   There were 3 prizes left over and they will be held for next year.  Some asked what the anchor was but were told they would have to wait till next year to find out.   I already have some ideas for some changes for next year and hope we have wind like we did this year.  

_________________________________________________

Michigan Summer 2

Saugatuck tides or is my anchor dragging?

I pulled up anchors and motored out of Pigeon Lake on the 1st of Jun heading South & expecting 10kts of wind and 1 ft seas.   I got the 1 ft. seas but the wind was about 4kts.  from the Northwest.   I made 2kts for much of the morning and by 13:00 I made the Holland Channel.   The wind picked up a lot as I entered Lake Macatawa and I glided down the lake to anchor behind Superior Point for a quiet place to drop anchor for the evening.  Lots of boat traffic in this section of the lake and It was rock and roll till late in the evening..  The next morning I raised anchor & sail and headed east up the lake.   I found what I wanted, a way to get my dinghy ashore at Kollen Park.   I anchored off the park for the next couple of days enjoying trips into town, between the rain showers.   It was Wednesday, 4 June, when I sailed away from Kollen Park on Lake Macatawa with an East wind blowing 20kts.   There was a bit of fog and some drizzle as I sailed out of the channel and turned South toward Saugatuck.  Perhaps the fog and rain was an omen of what I would find when I got there.   With a reefed main and a reefed heavy duty jib, I made the channel to channel trip to Saugatuck in exactly one hour.   I averaged 6 Mph.  The dinghy never came off plane & I was near rail in the water the whole time.   It was a fun trip but as I entered the channel, I decided to not push my luck and turned right into the little anchorage just inside of the channel.   There was one other boat in the anchorage and I joined them by dropping a couple of anchors to be sure I did not break loose because the forecast for the next couple of days were for winds of up to 25 mph. 
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 It was two days later about 4PM in the afternoon, with winds gusting to 25-30, that my 18 pound Danforth with 28 pounds of kellet, dragged and I was heading out into the channel.  I quick pulled up the anchors, started the 6hp Johnson and went to look for better holding.   It seems the bottom where I was at was composed of a lot of silt and it would not hold.   I moved to a more shallow area but it had more sand and  looked like it would hold better.  With 3 anchors down, one being on the sandy shore buried, I felt confident I would be able to rest easy that night.  The following day was forecast for some rain in the afternoon so I dinghyed ashore and reset my 8 pound. Danforth in the sand with a long line to the boat.   My 18 pound anchor with an 18 pound kellet was set to keep me off the shore.   I thought I was ready.  About 8 PM on Saturday evening the rain started.   By 10 PM there was lightening everywhere and by 2 AM. Sunday morning,  I decided I would just go to sleep because all my anchors seemed to be holding.   I got up later in the morning and found I had left an empty bucket in the cockpit.  It had nine inches of water in it.   My dinghy had water almost 12 inches deep.  Since I had all that fresh clean water available, I  decided to put on my swim suit and take a bath.  It was a little cool but felt nice to be clean.  I learned later that Brian & Dorthy aboard "Ezekiel" had been up all night and had drug anchor several times.

             It was Sunday the 8th of Jun and there was another storm forecast.   It hit about 2:30 and this one had lots of wind.  In our little 2 football field anchorage, we saw clouds forming in the West.  As it got closer, I could see the really darkness of the clouds as they moved in.  I suddenly noticed the temp drop almost 15 degrees and the wind start to pick up.  I quickly put away anything I did not want to get wet and closed myself in the cabin.  The rain started just as I slid the hatch closed.   I watched out the windows as the waves built up and the wind whistled thru the rigging.   Darn, I hope my anchors hold!   As I watched thru my boats windows I noticed it looked like I was drifting very close to the shore and decided to put on my rain gear and pull in some of my anchor line.   With the lightning flashing all around  I cranked up the Johnson 6 hp and put it in forward at low throttle and went forward to pull in the anchor line.   I thought I would be able to pull the boat forward some but it did not seem to be moving.   I turned around and then heard the motor changing pitch.   Going back to check, I found the motor was no longer deep enough in the water and the exhaust was out of the water.   I quickly shut if off realizing I was aground.   Then a curious thing happened.   The boat started heeling over as if there was less water to float in.   It heeled to about 20 degrees before it stopped.  This was in a matter of about 2 minutes.   As I stood there looking at the shore and seeing a lot of the sand and beach showing and trying to figure this out, the boat started to straighten back up again and within 2 minutes it was standing straight up again.   I went forward  again and was soon able to pull in some of the anchor line to move the boat forward.   “Linda Jean” was floating free again.  I looked at the beach again and there was no sand showing and the water level had risen almost 2.5 ft in a matter of about 5 minutes.  Saugatuck has a 2.5ft tide in only 5 Minutes?????   There were 3 more of these ‘tides’ throughout the rest of the afternoon.

             I had one more rain day while anchored before I sailed out from Saugatuck on Tuesday the 10th with a reefed main and my HD 110 jib.  The wind was Southwest 10-15kts and I made 4kts.  heading into the Holland Channel.  I anchored again in front of Kollen Park so I could dinghy in to visit the library, grocery store and the public library.  I spent some nice quiet days visiting downtown Holland, taking in evening concerts in the park and street entertainers downtown.  On Friday the 13th. at about 2AM I woke to find the wind had picked up some but my anchors seemed to be doing fine.   I went back to sleep but woke again about 4PM. To find the waves in Lake Macatawa were running at least 2 ft and the wind was gusting over 30.   I told my crew (just me aboard) it was time to set an anchor watch.   I quickly put on my foul weather suit, tied down my sail cover, checked my anchors, and sat in the cockpit watching for moving landmarks.  By 5:20 AM the wind had dropped below 10mph and I went back to my bunk to sleep late.

Bob Horan

_________________________________________________

Please contact me if you would like to place an ad in the Rudder and or the LJSC website.  This is not an exclusive Bob Horan advertising space.  –  Editor


For Sale:  1972 Ford F250 4X4 3/4 ton Pickup Truck - 30K miles on rebuilt 360cid motor, 113k miles on truck.  4 speed manual transmission, great tires, runs great, no power steering, no A/C, gets 9-10MPG pulling big boat, 10-12MPG empty.  $2500 or Make an Offer - Contact: Bob@Horan.net  (478) 929-1377

For Sale:  1966 Morgan 24, "Barco Viejo" An old boat that has been revived and is again sailing.   3 old sails, sleeps two + two small children with no luggage.  Mast raising system, 1975 6Hp Johnson long shaft outboard.  No trailer, Located in slip at OSYC, on Lake Sinclair and sailed regularly.  Will deliver within 500 miles for expenses. $2500 or Make an Offer - I am a motivated seller!!  Contact: Bob@Horan.net  (478) 929-1377

For Sale:  2003 Dodge Ram 1500 pickup truck, Regular Cab, 8ft Bed, 4.7L V8, 53K miles, AT, AC, CC, 2WD, new tires, Good on gas,  Excellent condition.  $8500 or Make an Offer - I am an even more motivated seller than above.  Contact: Bob@Horan.net  (478) 929-1377

____________________________________________

The RUDDER is the official publication of the Lake Juliette Sailing Club.  Statements and opinions appearing herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent (and probably don’t) the group position of the Lake Juliette Sailing Club.  The Editor reserves the right to plagiarize and edit all material for publication and to publish only that material which is felt to be in the best interest of the LJSC. So, there! Any sniveling twit who is offended by the contents is cordially invited to submit their own material. Other info is available at www.ljsc.net.

 
Events Calendar 
	LJSC Calendar of Events for 2008 

	Date
	Description
	Location
	Comments

	Sep
	27
	Treasure Hunt
	Lake Sinclair
	 

	Oct
	4-5
	Fall Race (Reefing Race)
	Lake Sinclair
	Cancelled

	Oct
	11-13
	Columbus Day Weekend Cruise
	West Point Lake, AL
	Come and join us

	 Oct
	25-26
	Halloween Regatta – OSYC Open
	Lake Sinclair
	 

	Nov
	 
	OSYC Fall Meeting
	OSYC 
	 

	Dec
	TBA 
	Christmas Party
	Calvin & Grayson’s
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