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The RUDDER is the official publication of the Lake Juliette Sailing Club.  Statements and opinions appearing herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent (and probably don’t) the group position of the Lake Juliette Sailing Club.  The Editor reserves the right to edit all material for publication and to publish only that material which is felt to be in the best interest of the LJSC. So, there! Any sniveling twit who is offended by the contents is cordially invited to submit their own material.

Other info at www.lakejuliettesailingclub.org 
_______________________________

Next Meeting
Tuesday, April 17, 2007

Fresh Air BBQ, 3076 Riverside Dr., Macon

Room reserved for 6:00 p.m.

Meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.
Minutes of August ’04 Meeting

The March meeting at the Fresh Air BBQ & Grill in Macon on Riverside Drive, started out with Linda calling the rowdy group to order.    Introductions & welcome aboard were made for Mark Spillers who came to the meeting for the first time.   He owns a Hunter 250 wing keel ( I think I got that right) and lives on the West side of Macon.   

The next item of business was a rundown of what Bob and Linda Horan had found in the way of possible launch/event hosting sites on Lake Sinclair.   The possible sites included: Rocky Creek Park, Oconee Springs Park, Little River Park, Sinclair Marina, and Bass Boathouse.   Bass Boathouse seemed to have the most going for it primarily because it is so close to OSYC where most of the members boats are kept.   George Thorpe will be checking to see if they would be receptive to hosting some of our events.   

The Mother's Day event ( May 12th.) was the next topic and Linda suggested that along with Bath & Body prizes for the skippers, the crews of the winning boats would be treated to fresh baked goods.   The Mother's Day race is still looking for a Race Committee volunteer and the idea of borrowing a powerboat came up, with Mike Wisdom being mentioned as a possible.  


Carl Saylor spoke a little on the Sailing Classes being offered by OSYC starting on 31 March.   This one was to be on the Main Sail and the headsails would follow the next weekend.   


Bob Horan brought up that in 1993, ID cards were made up for LJSC  members which had their picture on them and proclaimed them members of the Club.   He volunteered to make them up for members if it was something anyone thought they would want.  Many said they would be interested.   Any size photo could be used since Bob has the software to resize any photo.   More will be coming out on this later.   


It was suggested that perhaps Michael Dortch could bring the T-Shirts, Hats, Burgees, & Club patches to the next meeting to sell.   Many of the members indicated they would be interested in buying them.   


The next meeting place was decided to be again the Fresh Air BBQ & Grill for April.   The meeting was closed by 19:30

Bob Horan

_______________________________

Commodore’s Corner:

Hello fellow sailors! Another month of 2007 is under our belts whether we like it or not. The fun sailing season of Spring is in full swing.

March saw the passing of one of our members; the sweet Michelle Morrow. Her exuberance will surely be missed. Please keep the Morrow family in your prayers.

We have a new member to join our ranks. Mark Spillers attended our March meeting. His is the proud owner of a Hunter 25. Welcome Mark!

I have been appraised by members of greater age and wisdom than myself that there are multiple parties that have yet to pay dues for this year. You know who you are so take care of it, and that is all I am going to say!

I would like to reiterate the request I made at the meeting. We will need a volunteer to do the race committee for our only scheduled race event of the year which is Mother's Day Women's Skipper Race held Saturday May 12th. Please think about it and let myself or the any of the officers know if you would be willing to help.

Meeting notes are posted above in case I missed anything pertinent. I look forward to seeing you soon on the water or at the next meeting.

Happy Sailing!

Linda

“Lettitor” from the Editor:

Michelle


I remember one of the first times that I really noticed Michelle. It was at a Sail Club meeting in some forgotten restaurant in the dim past. Linda was trying to get her to eat but she kept laughing and giggling. I wondered what she found so funny. I thought how sad it was that she could not communicate that to us. I remember thinking how tough it must be on Jeff and Linda and what a great burden it must be, raising and caring for Michelle. I felt guilty at the relief I felt in knowing that we didn’t have that cross to bear, for our daughter was healthy and strong and, well, ‘normal’. I am not particularly proud of those thoughts. I only saw the negative. None of us will ever know the joys, insight and happiness that Michelle brought to Jeff and Linda.


Jeff and Linda often took Michelle sailing with them. From my observations, she seemed to really enjoy it. At times when we would sail close by, I would see her, usually smiling, quietly looking around. I specially recall one lazy afternoon in light winds on Lake Sinclair. We ran into Jeff, Linda and Michelle and sailed close and had some trivial conversation which I can’t recall. As we were sailing along and talking, Michelle looked over at our boat and began to laugh. I wondered again, what she found so funny.


Michelle has cut the mooring lines and is now sailing along that celestial shore. If by chance I find myself fortunate enough to be sailing the same waters when my time comes, I will draw alongside and ask Michelle what she found so funny all those days ago . . . And she can tell me . . . And we will both laugh.

Fair winds and Godspeed, Michelle.

Gimp

4 Day Cruising on Lake Sinclair; 3-6 Mar 07

I arrived at OSYC late because I was looking at launch locations for LJSC and had gotten a little lost looking for Rocky Creek Park.   It was about 13:00 when I sailed away from OSYC heading up the lake with Hwy 16 Bridge as my destination.   The storm 2 days before, had raised the lake level more than a foot and the wind was blowing 15-20.   I had wasted enough time.   I left with a full main and a 120 jib.   It was early on that I realized I had too much sail up for a leisure sail up the lake.   I swung into a cove near Airport Island and reefed the main and switched to my 80% jib.   Much better!!    I sailed up the lake and by the time I passed Goat Island, I shook out the reef in the main.   Some of the time the wind was light and sometimes not.   Very puffy.   It was 18:00 when I passed Oconee Springs Park and with the sun going down, I decided to hide up Jenkins Creek for the night so I would have a quiet anchorage.

The morning brought 40 degrees in the cabin but I was still in quiet water so I took my time with breakfast and got the boat ready for the wind I could see in the main river channel.   I reefed the main and again put up the 120 jib.  It was a good choice because I knew I would be tacking up the river channel and would need a good jib to do it.   I weighed anchor at 08:30 and by 09:30 I could see the four posts of the Highway 16 Bridge.  Turning around quickly, I headed down the lake with a tailwind for a while.   The wind was blowing again 15 and gusting much higher but much of the time I was on a reach or run and could handle the wind with out difficulty I made it to OSYC by 14:00 and decided I would try to get just a few more points for the day and sailed to one of the buoys at Sinclair Marina and back.  It was now 16:30 and it was time to look for an anchorage that was quiet and close.   I picked one of my favorites up Island Creek on the Northwest side.  Another quiet night at anchor but it was 35 degrees in the cabin in the morning and there was ice on the boat.

By 08:15 on Monday the 5th, I was pulling up anchors and sailing into the Club to drop off my dinghy so I would not have to tow it for the next two days.  Sailing out at 08:45 heading up the lake, my destination was again the Hwy 16 Bridge.   This time I had an early start and was able to make it to see the bridge by 15:15.  Turning around, I was able to make it as far as Crooked Creek Marina by the time the sun was nearly setting at 18:00.  I picked an anchorage across the lake from the Marina and dropped anchor.   Ten minutes later, while starting supper, I saw a little dog with a wide flat tail swimming across in front of my boat.  When I called out a greeting, I saw a splash and he was gone.   I did not see him again.  I expected the wind to die some and by 18:45 the lake was calm.  I had made it to this anchorage just in time.  

Tuesday morning started with 40 degrees in the cabin again but with a flat lake.  I spent some time making pancakes and tiding up the boat.  Finally by 0845 I saw some ripples and pulled up the anchors and sailed out to go back to the Club.   The wind was very light but it was mostly from behind, so it was a lazy first hour of sailing.   As I was passing Goat Island the wind picked up some and I started making some good time.  By 11:30 I was past Airport Island and the Club was in site.   The wind started dying and I barely made it to the Club before the water was like glass.   I think I used up all the wind there was that day.   It was time to put Linda Jean away and head home.

Bob Horan
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Dates

Event Location

Possible Destinations

Clarkshill Lake

April

14-15th.

Lake Martin

21- 22Th.

Lake Blackshear

28-29th.

Sinclair 21 - OSYC Open

West Point Lake

Lake Lanier

May

5-6th.

MUG Race - St Johns River, FL.

Savannah

12th - Sat

Mother's Day Ladies Race

Lake Sinclair, GA.

Charleston

26-28

Memorial Day Cruise

Lake Sinclair, GA.

Panama City

Applachicola/Dog Island

Jun

2-3rd.

Sinclair Open - OSYC Open

St John's River

8-12th.

BEER Cruise -  Pensacola, FL.

Tampa Bay

30 - 1 Jul.

LJSC - Moonlight Cruise

Lake Sinclair, GA.

Walter F. George Lake

July

Aug

No date yet

Treasure Hunt

 

Sept

1-3rd.

Labor Day Cruise

Apalachicola, FL.

Oct

6-8th.

Columbus Day Weekend

Lake Martin, AL.

13-14th.

20-21st.

Halloween Regatta - OSYC Open

Nov.


�
































1

_1237886549.xls
Sheet1
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				Dates				Event Location		Possible Destinations

										Clarkshill Lake

		April		14-15th.						Lake Martin

				21- 22Th.						Lake Blackshear

				28-29th.		Sinclair 21 - OSYC Open				West Point Lake

										Lake Lanier

		May		5-6th.		MUG Race - St Johns River, FL.				Savannah

				12th - Sat		Mother's Day Ladies Race		Lake Sinclair, GA.		Charleston

				26-28		Memorial Day Cruise		Lake Sinclair, GA.		Panama City

										Applachicola/Dog Island

		Jun		2-3rd.		Sinclair Open - OSYC Open				St John's River

				8-12th.		BEER Cruise -  Pensacola, FL.				Tampa Bay

				30 - 1 Jul.		LJSC - Moonlight Cruise		Lake Sinclair, GA.		Walter F. George Lake

		July

		Aug

				No date yet		Treasure Hunt

		Sept		1-3rd.		Labor Day Cruise		Apalachicola, FL.

		Oct		6-8th.		Columbus Day Weekend		Lake Martin, AL.

				13-14th.

				20-21st.		Halloween Regatta - OSYC Open

		Nov.





Sheet2

		





Sheet3

		






