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Next Meeting
Ryan’s, 4690 Presidential Pkwy. Macon – March 21st 

The next meeting will be at Ryan’s March 21st.  The room is reserved starting at 6 PM and the meeting will follow.  

Minutes of February ‘06 Meeting

The meeting at the pavilion at Lake Tobesofkee was a big success.  We had about 30 attendees and everyone had a great time.  Michael Dortch was our chef for the evening and he cooked up a mess of burgers and hotdogs.  Everyone brought side dishes and there was plenty of food.

The meeting began with two speakers from the Special Olympics.  Nandi Isaac was first up and she spoke of her sailing experiences with the Special Olympics and how she enjoyed her time on the water.  Laurie Griggers discussed her experiences as well.  She also told us how she won a gold metal for a recent race.  Great job Laurie.  Both speakers were given a great deal applause following their speeches.  Many thanks to both of them for their time.   

Next on the agenda was the Cherry Blossom Regatta.  Final decisions were made on this year’s tee shirts and food arrangements.  Tee shirts will be white with long sleeves.  Instead of dinner following the race a bag lunch will be included with the entry fee.  Lunch will consist of two types of chicken sandwich, potato chips, vegetable sticks and a soft drink for $5.75.  Another option discussed was a lunchmeat tray where entrants may make their own sandwich.  Official sponsors for this year’s regatta will be West Marine, BoatUS, and Security Bank.  Both West Marine and BoatUS donated items for door prizes and Security Bank donated $150.00.  The next time you need marine items or banking services please give them a call and don’t forget to thank them for their support. Door prizes will include last year’s tee shirts along with items donated from our sponsors.  Trophies will be awarded for all classes and Special Olympics.  Georgia Power assured the club the trees and light at Dames Ferry will be taken care of before the regatta.  

Another item discussed was the possibility of the club purchasing a committee boat.  The main issue was how to fund the purchase.  It was proposed the donations would be collected to cover the cost.  After discussing the issue, members voted to go ahead with the purchase.   Afterwards, (a few days actually) Jimmy Harrell brought up some good points concerning the club purchasing the boat.  His concerns were basically:  Does the club need to purchase insurance for the boat and who will be the keeper of the boat since we don’t have any dedicated club property.  I’m sure will have some more discussion at the next meeting concerning this issue.       

George Thorpe suggested that it might be nice if we have a boat clinic in the off-season for boat maintenance and repair. 

Commodore’s Corner:

Commodore’s Rant


The Cherry Blossom Regatta is upon us! Ah, details, details, details. One important detail, our esteemed Vice Commodore Carl, (he who keeps the Gimp limping along the straight and narrow) has had a face to face sit down skull session with the ‘Powers that Be’ at GA Power. Many previously confusing aspects of our use of Lake Juliette have been cleared up, quantified, rectified, etc. Details of this meeting and important info for the upcoming Regatta is included else-where in this publication and will also be up on the web-site. If you miss any of this, just be sure you check in with Carl or myself when you arrive at the lake.

I have to keep this one short as I have to dash off to see about a few more of those details. Hope to see you at the Regatta. Pray for wind.

Gimp

Important Rules for Boating on Lake Juliette:

From our Vice Commodore, Carl Saylor

Last week I meet with Mr. Douglas A. Ellis and his employees at the campground. We talked for about an hour, and I believe made some real strides for all concerned. I am going to try and put it to paper here but am open for questions. 

First off, the rules set fourth are not from one or two people; they are set by both the state and federal government. Since 911 a lot has changed pertaining to the lake management. 

   1. Any boat that contains a galley or bathroom facilities are not permitted on the lake. 
         Mr. Ellis is willing to overlook this rule but did state that if anyone is seen or thought to be dumping from their sink or toilet facilities into the lake they will be removed and the lake shut down to larger boats. 

   2. Over night anchoring on the lake is gone, as we know it (again, due to 911.) Just a while back three divers were taken into custody at gunpoint because they were to close to the power plant. 
           After speaking with Mr. Ellis he agreed to allow anchoring on the lake over night but only in designated areas. You must also sign in at the campground and pay a small fee (just like you were using a mooring on the coast). They will take your information and tell you where you can anchor, it will be along the shore line adjacent to camp sites 3-9 and you must remain within shouting distance of the shore. The reason for this is that they must be accountable for all that are on the lake, and must be able to contact you if there is any reason they need to evacuate the lake. If you desire to anchor and use the facilities (bathrooms and  showers) then you can rent  a camp site for the normal $14.00 per night and pull your boat up to it. 

  3.  The campsites are limited to 8 people and must be signed in at time of rental. If you want to bring your boat trailer into the campground and to your site thy will charge you an extra $4.00. 

  4. Parking is always an issue during Cherry Blossom. They volunteered to rope off about half the parking area for us to use as a staging area. We must wait our turn for an open spot and pull our vehicle and trailer into a parking slot. We will not be allowed to park and set up in the road. Michael and or myself will be on hand to help direct traffic. After launching you can park back in a slot if available or in the grass field on your left as you come into the lake entrance. They have already stated that they will instruct the bass fishermen to park there also freeing up space for us. Also please don't buy your $3.00 tickets from the normal stand. We have special tickets that will allow you to go into the camp area also. You can get them from Michael or myself when you arrive. 

   5. When you launch your boat we must leave a space on the dock for bass boats to return and pull out. This means rafting up to each other. Mr. Ellis offered another alternative for next year, he mentioned the idea of building us some type of small dock off the pavilion and holding our skippers meeting there. Not enough time to do it for this event. 

   6. We have the pavilion from morning to dusk; you can walk over from the parking area or drive your vehicle with the parking permit you received from us. This will let the employees know who is part of the sailing event and who are the visitors. Spectators will have to pay 3 dollars per car. 

 7. Please be aware DNR will be out in force for the weekend. This is not targeted at us, but to help educate everyone. The bass fisherman think they own the lake (they are their every weekend and do bring in a lot of revenue) They just don't know all the rules and issues dealing with sailing vessels. So please be sure you have your registration and all emergency/ flotation equipment required to be on board. If you have any questions please contact me. Also the no adult beverage rule will be enforced. 

After all this seemingly bad info there is a lot of positive going on. Mr. Ellis stressed that they want to work with us and make us happy. They are willing to do more for us but need to know that we will make use of the facilities. I mentioned that they are closed during a good portion of our sailing season. He stated that they have extended there dates of being open and now have a full time staff that could possibly open the camp area for our sailing events. I also posed the question of permanent markers placed on the lake. Mr. Ellis stated that it should not be a problem and that they would even pay for four of them. We just need to let him know where we want them. They will be white floating markers about 3 feet tall with red bands. 

Please don't take all this as offensive, I was meet with great enthusiasm and left with warm fuzzies from all involved. I have a direct connection with Mr. Ellis and his staff.  If there are any concerns or issues please run them by me so we can avoid any misunderstandings. If we know the rules, and can abide by them, we all can have a good time. Again please, get in touch with me if you have any question about this info. It is hard to put it on paper, a writer I am not. 

Can't wait to see you all on the lake. Weather looks good. Also please consider taking a Special Olympics athlete out with you. Not sure how many are coming and some are already spoken for, but I guarantee a great time will be had by all. 

And please invite a friend, 

Carl

Sailing Quotes:

“The chance of mistakes are about equal to the number of crew squared”

-Ted Turner

“Protesting the New York Yacht Club is like complaining about your wife to your mother in law”

-Capt. Angus Walters

“Anyone can hold the helm when the sea is calm”

-Syrus Publilius

“Without patience, a sailor I would never be”

-Lee Allred

“To young men contemplating a voyage I’d say go”

-Joshua Slocum

Articles from the Web

By Tom Wood

This article was originally published on SailNet
	Using Two Anchors
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A wind shift could put the keel in the sand.

	 


The odds that anything will go wrong with a well-prepared ground tackle system are very remote. "Well prepared" means adequately sized with quality materials, professional-grade splicing, and attention to maintenance details such as seizing wire on all screw shackles. But if you anchor enough times, the odds eventually catch up with you. 

In 30 years of cruising, we have had two complete rode failures on our boats, both occurring in light to moderate weather when such an event was the farthest thing from our minds. In the first case, a highly-polished stainless steel double-jaw swivel (read "expensive") simply broke in half. It was less than six months old and showed no signs of crevice corrosion. When we hauled up the chain, one half of the swivel was still wired to the end with a nice, round hole where the swivel pin had previously resided. We never found the anchor, the pin, or the other half of the swivel on the soft mud bottom.
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A lee shore calls for two hooks and vigilance.
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Limiting swing in a mooring field calls for multiple anchors.

	 


The second failure was with a rope/chain rode. The rope came up looking like it had been cut with a surgeon's scalpel about three feet up from the splice around the thimble. We recovered this anchor and chain, complete with the other neatly cut end of rope, but never discovered what could have inflicted such a cut on a clean, sandy ocean floor. 

Beyond these two inexplicable events, we've had several cases of anchors pulling out after as much as 12 days in the same spot. Usually, this comes with a fast wind switch or change of tidal current flow. Often, such a breakout is assisted by anomalies on the bottom, and we have pulled up tires, gallon paint pails, and once a six-foot length of picket fence on the tips of our anchors. 

It is little wonder then that we feel more secure when we have two anchors down. It is simply the best insurance policy that can be bought with a little extra work. This is not to say that we always use two hooks. 

For light weather, where we know the holding is good, or when we can dive the anchor to visually check its set and the surrounding area, we normally use just our primary tackle. But if the slightest doubt exists, if the weather is unsettled, or we have a tight, lee-shore situation, at least two pieces of steel go into the briny. 

In fact, it isn't terribly uncommon for us to set three anchors, or even four, especially when cruising Florida and the Bahamas in the winter. Cold fronts sweeping as far south as the Virgin Islands from December to April can pack nasty squalls with hurricane force gusts in their forward roll clouds, often accompanied by a wind shift of over 90 degrees. A nice, tight anchorage is the place to weather these fronts, but only if you can keep the keel off the beach by setting three or four hooks into terra firma. 
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Two anchors limit swing radius to both sides.

	 


Beyond the issue of safety insurance or storm management, however, there are several other reasons to set two anchors. A relatively minor point is that two anchors set off the bow in a V formation helps keep the boat from sailing around the anchorage. Heavy, full-keeled boats generally lie fairly quietly on one anchor, but their lightweight, fin-keeled cousins are notorious for charging at the boats around them like a wild stallion. 

The most typical uses of a two-anchor system off the bow is to place the two rodes anywhere from directly in line to a V formation of about 45 degrees. It is important to recognize that the width of the V, or the distance between the anchors in relationship to the scope, has a profound effect on how the boat behaves. If you play with the concept on a piece of paper, you will shortly see that the wider the V, the more the boat is limited from swinging either to port or starboard. In fact, there are several ways in which two anchors are set 180 degrees apart that are used specifically to limit swing to near zero in a crowded mooring field or a narrow stream. We will cover the techniques of the Bahamian moor and fore-and-aft anchoring in a future article. 
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With the wind shift, the port anchor rode goes slack.

	 


The best way we've found to visualize what happens to the boat on two anchors is to create an imaginary "anchoring baseline" that runs through both anchors. If the wind is from the north and the boat is anchored on a 45 degree V formation, the baseline is oriented east and west perpendicular to the wind. If the wind later switches to the east, both anchors will now be out in front of you in a straight line along this east-west baseline. 

After such a wind switch has left you with the anchors out ahead, one rode will be completely slack (in this case it will be the port one). This gives rise to several choices. You can let out additional rode on the starboard anchor if you wish to continue sitting with equal tension on both hooks. Or you can leave the boat as it is, tied to the bottom with only the starboard anchor, leaving the port rode slack as a safety. This latter technique limits your swinging radius port and starboard. After all, one of the key reasons to use two anchors in the first place is to limit the swinging radius of the boat to the sides. 
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Anticipating the shift puts the anchors on a baseline for the forecast wind.

	 


The beauty of envisioning an imaginary anchoring baseline is that you can use it to set the hooks in advance for an expected, future wind. Let's say that you have a moderate north wind, but you expect the wind to strengthen and gradually move to the east. You don't need two anchors now, but probably will want two down for tomorrow's stronger blow. If you anchor in a V formation to the current north wind, your anchors will be on an east/west baseline. After the wind switch occurs, the two anchors will both be out in front of you to the east with the boat lying on the starboard anchor and the port rode totally slack. You can let out extra rode on the starboard anchor until the port rode comes taught and riding on two hooks again. This is OK as long as you have the swing room, as discussed above. 

But let's reverse the thinking process. If the north wind is going to clock to the east, this new east wind would leave you a north/south baseline for your anchors. If you put the two hooks straight out ahead of the boat along this north/south line in the first place, the port one directly in front of the starboard, the boat will swing just like all the other boats around her that are anchored on just one hook in the present north wind. But as the wind switches, the longer rode on the port (forward) anchor will go slack, and the boat will be sitting on only the shorter, starboard rode. At this point, all you need do is to saunter forward and pull in the slack port anchor rode, and you will neatly be anchored on a V formation, ready to weather the stronger breezes. Where a wind shift is expected, this technique can keep you from performing a firedrill in the dinghy after the wind changes and builds—you can relax and watch all the other cruisers perform these antics. 
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Two hooks provide safety in close quarters and open anchorages.

	 


Another procedure that takes advantage of the baseline concept is directly connected with the worst of all the problems connected with the use of two anchors—the problem of twisting the rodes. Playing with your sketchpad again, it is easy to see that if you start in a north wind on a 45 degree V (east/west baseline) and the wind continues through the east and settles in the south, the boat will still be anchored on a 45 degree V on the original and proper east/west baseline. But the starboard anchor will now be out to port, and the port rode will be pulling out to starboard—in other words, they are crossed. If the wind was to continue to clock around to the north again, all would be just as in the beginning, except for one perfect and complete twist in the rodes at the stemhead. There is no immediate danger in this, but it does cause a good deal of premature chafing wear on the rodes. 
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Figure 4




Preparing for a strong cold front involves initially crossing the rodes.

	 


The twist in the rodes is unavoidable, but because of its predictability, you can anticipate it when you are waiting for for the wind to switch. While we have personally never put a full twist in our rodes when we anchor, we often will cross the rodes in order to set the two hooks on a baseline for an anticipated wind shift. The most common scenario is our old friend, the cold front. In the winter cruising grounds, the wind associated with these usually builds out of the southwest, then shifts suddenly, sometimes with great violence, to the north. Since we are mostly interested in having both our anchors firmly planted and pulling equally during and immediately after the frontal passage, we want the anchors set on an east/west baseline to accommodate the new north wind. With a present south or southwest wind, this means taking the port rode out over the top of the starboard in a shallow cross, and setting it on a longer length of rode to the west. When the wind starts shifting, we simply pull in the slack on the port rode to keep even tension on the two anchors. 

Using two anchors pays big dividends in how well you sleep at night and how hard you must work during changes in wind direction. With a little forethought and practice, you may find that you're the most relaxed crew in the anchorage.
Please contact me if you would like to place an ad in the Rudder and or the LJSC website. – Jeff Morrow

The RUDDER is the official publication of the Lake Juliette Sailing Club.  Statements and opinions appearing herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent (and probably don’t) the group position of the Lake Juliette Sailing Club.  The Editor reserves the right to plagiarize and edit all material for publication and to publish only that material which is felt to be in the best interest of the LJSC. So, there! Any sniveling twit who is offended by the contents is cordially invited to submit their own material. Other info is available at www.ljsc.net .

	LJSC Calendar of Events for 2006 – More events will be posted once survey results are compiled

	March 18
	Annual Cherry Blossom Regatta – OPEN

	Jun 2 - 5
	B.E.E.R. Cruise, Pensacola FL.;  
http://bellsouthpwp2.net/b/s/bs_allen/index.htm

	Jun 18
	Teresa’s Race – OPEN
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